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A Summary of the Sacred Histo- 
ry contained in the Books of 
Chronicles and Ezra, with Re- 
marks on their Credibility and 
Inspiration. 


N the two Books of Chroni- 
cles, the inspired Historian 
seems to have two principal ob- 
jects in view. One is togive an 
exact account of the genealogies 
of the patriarchs and the tribes 
of Israel; the other, to give an 
additional history of the deal- 
ings of God with his people, from 
the death of Saul to the Babylo- 
nish captivity. These geneaio- 
gies are of great importance, and 
were parliculirly so to the Jews, 
not only. as they show the royal 
line of the Messiah, but as they 
point out the distinction of the 
several tribes of Israel, particu- 
larly the tribe of Levi, to which 
by divine appointment, the sa- 
cred service of the priesthood 
was limited. These sacred books 
being published after the return 
from the captivity by the au- 
thority of these genealogies, the 
respective families were enabled 
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to take possession of the inheri- 
tances of their fathers. These 
genealogies are followed by the 
inspired evangelists Matthew 
and Luke, in giving the royal an- 
cestry of the Son of Mary, who 
was “the son of David, the son 
of Abraham.”—The genealogi- 
cal accounts contained in these 
books of the Chronicles, are es- 
pecially important, to ascertain 
the fulfilment of many of the 
early promises of God. Sever- 
al of the divine promises given 
to Abraham, to his sons, and to 
the families of Israel, could not 
otherwise be known to have been 
fulfilled. But now while we are 
enabled to trace the lines of their 
posterity, by an infallible guide, 
we may discover the holy faith- 
fulness of God, whereby he has 
most punctually performed all 
his promises, agreeably to the 
sacred declarations of his word. 
The sacred history given inthe 
books of the Kings, though per- 
fect in ils nature, according to 
the design of the inspired writer, 





does not contain all things which 
might be uecessary and useful for 
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the people of God concerning the 
events of that interesting period, 
which elapsed from the death of 
the first king of Israel, to the 
time of the captivity in Babylon. 
The sacred writer of the Books 
of Chronicles, therefore makes 
such additions to the history of 
this period, as were necessary to 
render it complete. The princi- 
pal object of the sacred historian 
scems to he to give a near and 
distinct view of individual char- 
acter, in the iilustrious persona- 
ges by whom this period was dis- 
tinguished, exhibiting particular- 
Jy, their piely and impiety to- 
wards God, with all the necessa- 
ry consequences. The piety of 
David and Selomon are drawn in 
very lively colours. with the di- 
vine approbation of their fidell- 
ty, and the constant blessings of 
God which were enjoyed by 
them while they continued in 
the ways of obedience. The 
humble and prophetic prayer of 
Solomon al the dedication of the 
temple, the imposing ceremonies 
of that great solemnity, the pres- 
ence and promises of the God of 
Israel, are given in the most im- 
pressive terms. The defection 
of Selomon in the latter part of 
his life, with all its fatal conse- 
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that their city and temple ‘were 
brought to desolation.— During 
this period of about 450 years, 
a continual succession of inspir- 
ed prophets.of God was preserved 
among his people. These deliy. 
ered the truths of heaven; they 
shewed the house of Israel their 
transgressicns, often denouncin 
in the most pointed terms the 
judgments of God against inigui- 
ty; they promised great mercies 
to obedience and fepentance, 
pouted out the way of duty te 
princcs and people, showing the 
path of safely and peace. 
Notwithstanding the many 
painful instances of disobedience 
and departure from the true God 
which appear in these books: oj 
the Chronicles, we still discover 
his true charch, his holy and 
faithful worship. even in the 
darkest times. ‘Though at times 
greatly obscured by superstition 
and corruption, there are always 
to be found knees which have 
not bowed to the image of Baal; 
there are ever some to stand with 
the holy prophets to mourn over 
the declension of Jerusalem, and 
to offer their humble sacrifices 
to the only true God, the God of 
| Israel. In the darkest times, 
there were some to weep and 








quences, the character of the pi- | pray, the Lord heard their sup- 
ous and the vicious princes who | plications and came for their de- 
sat successively on the throne of | liverance. 

Judah, with the biessings and! We now make a few remarks. 
judgments with which they were | 1. These two books of the 
attended, are exhibited ina mozt | Chronicles appear to have been 
clear and instructive manner. | written by Ezra, and compilee 
The final displeasave of a holy | mostly from authentic docu- 
my ' . > 
God, after long forbearance, after | ments which had been preserved 
ile most earnest and repeated ad- | by the prophets. ‘These books, 
mouitions of his prophets, is pre- | like several others of the'sacred 
sented in a strikiog light, and | scviptures, do not bear the name 
assigned asthe reason, and the | of the inspired writer. But it 
only reason that they were left | has been the universal opinion of 
a prey tothe king of Babylon;' Jews 2ud Christions that they 
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were written by the prophet Ez- 
ra. They were written after the 
captivity, as they bring down the 
sacred history to that memorable 
epoch, and mention the Persian 
decrée by which the seventy 
years of the captivity was con- 


Abijah the Shilonite, and in the 
visions of Iddothescer. Other 
authorities of this kind which 
are mentioned, are, the book of 
Shemaiah the prophet, the book 
of Jehu the son of Hanani, the 
writings of Isaiah the prophet, 





cluded. ‘The peviod which sne- | the sayings of the Secrs, the 
ceeded the captivity was the | books of the Kings, and the la- 
time in which Ezra lived. Amd | meutations of Jeremiah. Inthe 
as he is declared to have been* a | number of the great officers of 
ready scribe in the law of Moses, | David, Jehoshaphat is called the 
which the Lord God of Israel | | Recorder. In the reign of Hez- 
had given,” and was greatly con- | ekiah, Joab the son of Asaph 
versant with the sacred scrip- | | sustains thesame office. Wheuice 
tures he was a most suitable per- | it appears, that, in addition to 
son for this work. He wasemi- | the historical netes which seem 
nent for learning, as is evident | to have been usually taken and 
from his distinction at the court | preserved by the prophets, there 
of Persia; he had a very strong | was a particular officer in the 
attachment to his own nation, government whose business it 
and to the religion of the God of | was to make a faithful record of 





israel. 

These sacred books must have 
been compiled, ia a great meas- 
ure from records and historical | 
memoirs which had been written 
at different periods by the proph- 
els of the respective times. Of 


all important transactions. From 
the book of Esther we Jearn that 
similar records were kept ia the 
empire of Persia. These records 
and memoirs preserved by the 
prophets and others, form the 
materials from which the two 


these historic memoits we have | books of Chronicles appear to 


before spoken. ‘here is sufii- 
cieut evidence that such reéords 
were made and faithfully preser- 
ved in the kingdom of David and 
his successois. Several referen- 


ces to wrilings of this kind are | 


found in the books of Chronicles. 


are written in the book of Sam- 
ucl the seer, and in the hook of 





have been compiled. That the 
prophet Ezra was the writer we 
have aii evidence of some weight 
at Teast, in the fact that the 
book of Ezra, which was clearly 
written by him, seems to be a 


| continuation of the books of 
“Now the acts of David the: 
king, first and last, behold they | 


Chronicles. ‘The last verses of 
Chronicles, and the first verses 
of Ezra are just alike. 

2. The portion of sacred his- 


Nathan the prophet, and in the | tory contained in the books of 


book of Gad the secr.” It is 
evident from this passage, that 
those historic memoirs were full 
and extensive accounts. “ Now 

the rest of the acts of Solomon, 
first ahd last, are they not writ- 

ten in the book of Nathan the 
prophet, and in the prophecy of 








Chronicles is true. We could 
hardly wish for a more conclu- 
sive evidence of the fidelity of 
the sacred historian, than the 
frequent reference to the au- 
thorities which have been men- 
tioned. The historical writings 
of the prophets and recorders 








were of a public nature, many 
wre acquainted with them, and 
they were accessible by all. To 
these documents, which were 
known to be authentic, the sac- 
red writer often refers for the 
confirmation, and for additional 
particulars of his narrative. This 
isa testimony for its authentici- 
ty, of a most satisfactory kind. 

Many things contained in 
these books of Chronicles, must 
have been supported or over- 
thrown, at the time they were 
published, by the most authen- 
tic tradition. A great part of 
those most important eveuts, ip 
the history of their nation, could 
never have been forgotten by 
the Jews, and those related 
would never have been received 
as authentic, had they not been 
confirmed by their traditions. 
Yet they were received by this 
people as facts. The most of 
the genealogies here contained 
must necessarily have been pre- 
served in family record and tra- 
dition. For uo other people 
were ever s0 altentive to these 
things as the Jews. Had they, 
then, been inconsistent with their 
most authentic traditiouary doc- 
uments, they could not have 
been received. That they were 
received, under these circum- 
stances, proves them to be au- 
thentic. 

The history contained ia the 


ed by its conformity with the 
hooks of Kings. The authen- 
ticity of those books we have 
already established. The most 
essential parts of the books of 
Chronicles agree, substantially, 
with the books of Kings; and, 
where they differ, they are not 
inconsistent. This agreement 
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and consistency is a strong ar- 
gument for their authenticity, 
A remark which was made. 
on the books of the Kings, may 
here be repeated. The prin- 
cipal part of the history contain. 
ed in the books of Chronicles 
must have been extremely humb. 
ling to the national pride of the 
Jews. Inthe early part of this 
period, they appear in the height 
of prosperily and power. They 
were most eminently favored 
with the blessings of God's pro- 
vidence, with the privileges of 
divine instruction, with the 
faithful labors and prayers of 
the holy prophets, with the wor- 
ship and services of the sacred 
temple, and with the holy wri- 
lings of Moses and the prophets, 
Yet, under all these advantages, 
they forsook the God of their 
fathers, they neglected his or- 
diuances and precepts, in defi- 
ance of every admonition they 
worshipped idol gods, and, final- 
ly, were subdued by a foreign 
conqueror and carried captive 
into a distant land. Such a rep- 
resentation would never have 
been acknowledged as an au- 
thentic narrative, could it pos- 
sibly have been controverted. 
The portion of sacred bistory 
now under consideration is a re- 
markable fulGlunent of ancient 
prophecy. The prosperily, the 


' defection, the degeneracy, and 
books of Chronicles is confirm- | 


the captivity of this people had 
been tully foretold by Moses, 
Joshua, and others of their early 
prophets. It had been solemnly 
declared, even, that their mighty 
temple, which seemed to bid de- 
fiance to the ravages of time, 
should be ulterly demolished, 
that their city should be des- 
lroyed and the people transplant- 
ed to foreign lands. All this 1s 
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here said to have been accom-, with the Shishak of the scrip- 
plished. If then those early | tures, was the first who passed 
predictions were divine prophe-| the Arabian gulf and subdued 
cy, the history is true.—We are | the inhabitants bordering on the 
informed, 2. Chron. xxi. 8. “ In| Erythrean Sea. He adds, that 
his days the Edomites revolted | * he levied a mighty army, and 
from under the dominion of Ju- | made a martial progress by land, 
dah, and wade themselves a | subduing all the nations whom 
kiog.” This is a remarkable' he met with on his march.” 
fulfilment of the ancient prophe- | He says that wherever he con- 
cy of Isaac, when pronouncing | quered, he erected pillars as 
his dying blessing upon Esau his! monuments ef his conquest. 
son. “ And by thy sword shalt ' And then adds, “ Some of them 
ihou live, and shalt serve thy | I myself have seen in Palestine 
brother: and it shall come to/ of Syria.” That is in Judea. 
pass, when thou shalt have the; A very remarkable confirmation 
domivion, that thou shalt break | of the sacred account. 
his yoke trom off thy neck.” 3. ‘The two books of Chron. 
The sacred history of the|icles were written under the 
Chronicles is confirmed by the | guidance of the Holy Spirit of 
testimony of profane historians. | God. ‘The same character of 
The representation here given | Jehovah, the same religious doc- 
of the power and prosperity of | trine and worship, the same mor- 
Solomon ; of the crection of the | al truths, the same character of 
maguificent temple at Jerugalem; | holiness and sin, which appear in 
of the aid afforded by the king | all the holy scriptures, are here 
of Tyre in that great work ; of | also to be found. Nor is there 
the wealth and power of Egypt; ! any deviation from these great 
of the extraordinary greatness, | truths. That a work of such 
the decline and ruin of Nineyah; , length should be written, by any 
of the maguificence and strength | oue er any pumber of individu- 
of Babylon, with the extensive | | als, nol specially enlightened and 
power and conquests of Nebu- | | guided by the divine Spirit, in 
chadnezzar ; of the final over- | which the character and imme- 
throw of that mighty empire by | diate agency of God is so often 
Cyrus the Persian; are historic- | introduced, without an expres- 
al facts abundantly attested by | sion derogatory to his perfections, 
the historian of Greece and most | unworthy of his holiness or coun- 
other ancient nations. In 2. tenancing inperfection in crea- 
Chron. xii. 9. we are told, * So , tures, is absolutely impossible. 
Shishak king of Egypt came up ; The Most High is ever kept in 
‘gainst Jerusalem, and took a- | view, as the great actor in every 
way the treasures of the house | transaction, and the iNustrious: 
of the Lord, and the treasures of | personages which are introduced, 
the king’s house ; he took all: | David, Solomon, Jeroboam, He- 
he carr ied away also the shields | zekiah, Josiah, Sennacherib, Ne- 
of gold which Solomon had | buchadnezzar, who would have 
made.” Herodotus informs us | been the heroes of any uninspi- 
that Sesostris king of Egypt,|red writer, are merely instru- 
who is supposed to be the same ‘ments in his haudcs for the ac- 
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complishment of the holy designs 
of his wisdom and grace. The 
conciseness, the extraordinary 
comprehensiveness and dignity 
of the warrative, are worthy of 
the Holy Spirit, and beyond the 
attainments of human genius. 

These books contain several 
striking prophecies. Their faith- 
ful accomplishment shows the 
omuiscient mind by which they 
were indited. They were re- 
ceived by the Jews and by the 
holy prophets of God as of di- 
vine authority, and were added 
to their sacred Jaw. In the 
same character were they re- 
ceived by the apostles of Christ. 
By our Lord himself they are 
included in the general distinc- 
tion of “ Moses and the proph- 
ets.” 1. Chron. xxix. 10, 11. 
“David blessed the Lord before 
all the congregation; aud David 
said, Blessed be thou Lord God 
of Israel our futher, forever and 
ever. Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty ; for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine ; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, 
and thou art exalted above all.” 
it is remarkable that this pas- 
sage is so exactly conformable to 
the conclusion of the Lord’s 
prayer given by Christ; and to 
the heavenly song recorded in 
the fifth of the Revelation. As 
it is generally supposed that our 
Lord, in his dying exclamation 
on the cross, “ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me,” re- 
peated a part of the 22d Psalin, 
itmay well be supposed that in 
the conclusion of the Lord's 
prayer he had a particular refer- 
ence to this sacred ascription of 
ihe same inspired David. 





Credibility and Inspiration of the Book of Esra. [J ULY, 
| THE book of Ezra will now 


claim a liltle attention. Few 
characters are presented in the 
Old ‘Testament, equally entitled 
to veneration with that of Ezra. 
We are apt to forget his great- 
ness in the shortness of the book 
which bears his name. Yet 
there are very few which deserve 
and have ever received such un- 
limited respect from all the 
Jews. He was, under God, the 
restorer of their nation, after the 
desolations of the Assyrian cap- 
livity. He was asecond Moses, 
who restored their civil and ec- 
clesiastical state, after all haa 
been broken down by the ti- 
uwphs of idolaters. 

Ezra was a descendant of the 
caplives who were carried away 
from Jcrusalem to Babylon. He 
was of the family of the priest- 
hood, lineally descended from 
Aaron. Whiedher he had ever 
been at Jerusalem before receiv- 
ing a special commission for that 
purpose from the king of Persia, 
we are unable, and it is unneces- 
sary to determine, I rather 
think he was not. 

The book of Ezra opens with 
an account of the famous decree 
of Cyrus, the king of Persia, 
and conqueror of Babylon, for 
the release of the Jews from 
caplivity, and for the re-building 
of the city and temple of Jeru- 
salem. ‘This was in the year 
before Christ 536, just 70 years 
from the conquest of the city, 
and the captivily of the people 
by Nebuchadnezzar. Cyrus says 
in his decree, “ The Lord God 
of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, aud he 
hath charged me to build him 
‘an house at Jerusalem, which is 
tin Judah.” The command of 
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God here mentiorzed is, probably, 
no more than a reference to that 
signal declaration of the prophet 
Isaiah, nearly 200 years before 
this time, calling him by name, 
* That saith of Cyrus, he is my 

shepherd, and shall perform ail | 
my pleasure; even saying to Je- | building advanced very slowly. 
rusalem, Thou shalt be butit;!/ After the labor of 2 number of 
and to the temple, thy foundation | years, the work was but partial- 
shall be laid.” ‘This prophecy | ly accomplished. In the next 
must have been shown to Cyrus ‘reign, the reign of Darius, a ve- 
by Daniel, who then held anemi-| ry ample decree was obtained 
nent station at the court of Bab-; from the king, for the comple- 


of the former, saith the Lord of 
hosts: and in this place will I 
give peace saith, the Lord of 
hosts.” Notwithstanding the 
great encouragement afforded 
by these divine promises for the 
erection of the temple, the 





ylon, and it might naturally in- 
duce him to issue his great de- 
cree for the restoration of Jeru- 
salem. By virtue of this decree, 
many thousands of Jews remov- 
ed immediately, from Babylon 
to Jcrusalem, under the direc- 
tion of Zerubbabel the governor, 
and Joshua the high priest ; and 
soon alter, laid the foundation of 
the temple with great joy.—In 
the next reign, the enemies of 
the Jews procured a decree from 
the king of Persia, who wasa 
very corrupt prince, to stop the 
building of the city and temple. 
In these afflictions the people 
were encouraged by the proph- 
ets Haggai and Zechariah to 
persevere in their work. God 
looked upon their sorrows, and 
g .ve that ever remarkable prom- 
ise of the Messiah. Hag. ii. 4. 
&c. “ Yet now be strong, O Ze- 
rubbabel, saith the Lord; and 
be strong, O Joshua, son of Jo- 
sedech, the high priest ; and he 
strong, all ye people of the land, 
saith the Lord, and work ; for I 
am with you, saith the Lord of 
hosts.— And I will shake all na- 
tions, and the Desire of ail na- 
tions shall come : and I will fil 
this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of hosts.---The glory of this 
latter house shali be greoter than 


| tion of the temple, for the re-es- 
| tablishment of the city, and the 
sacred rites of their divine wor- 
ship. This decree gave new an- 
imation to the desponding Jews, 
and, in a few years, the temple 
was completed and dedicated 
with great solemnity. From 
this time, the Jewish state con- 
tinued in the possession of a par- 
tial independence, and in the 
enjoyment of their holy religion ; 
but was weak and poor, con- 
stantly harassed by enemies, 
struggling with innumerable dif- 
ficulties, till Ezra obtained from 
king Artaxerxes a new and very 
ample decree for the re-estab- 
lishment of their nation and 
worship. This famous decree, 
which completely re-established 
the Jewish state, was given in 
| the year before Christ, 458, 61 
| years afier the decree of Darius, 
and 78 years from the first do- 
cree for the return of the Jews, 
| which was given by Cyrus. 
| From the memorable event 
now in view, the favorable de- 
cree of Darius and the ample 
commission given to Ezra, com, 
mences Uhut great prophetical 
| period, the seventy weeks of the 
prephet Daniel. In the time of 
his prayer an: fasting, the hum- 
ble prophet is informed: by the 

















angel Gabriel, “Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make 
an end of sins, and to make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most holy. Know, therefore, 
and understand, that from tlie 
going forth of the command- 
ment to restore and to build Je- 
rusalem, unto the Messiah the 
Prince, shall be seven weeks, 
and threescore and lwo weeks: 
—Aund he shall confirm the cov- 
enant with many for one week.” 
It would not comport with our 
present design to attempt a par- 
ticular elucidation of this famous 
prophecy. It may however be 
observed that the character of 
ihe Messiah was never establish- 
ed, nor was his mediatorial work 
accomplished, till his death, and 
his rising from the dead. He 
was “ declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the res- 
urrection from the dead.” Rom. 
i. 4. It may, therefore, well 
be concluded that this important 
prophetic period concerning the 
Messiah did terminate at his 
death. These seventy weeks 
are weeks of years, making 490 
years. From the year in which 


+ Darius issued his commandment 


to restore and Lo build Jerusalem, 
giving to Ezra ample authority 
to carry :t inlo execution, in the 
-year 458, to the time of the 
crucifixion of our Lord, was just 


“_ #90 years. 


By virtue of this decree of 
the King of Persia, Ezra, with 
great numbers of Jews in va- 
rious parts of the empire, went 
to Jerusalem, and raised the 
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city, in some measure, to its 
former splendor. He found that 
the people had become much 
corrupted in their manners, that 
great numbers had intermarried 
with the people of the neighbor. 
ing nations. As this would ne- 
cessarily produce confusion in 
their families and tribes, and 
was expressly contrary to the 
commandment of God, he gaye 
orders that all those who had 
matried strange wives should 
put them away. Several other 
great abuses and errors were re- 
formed by his authority, by his 
persevering exertions, and his 
faithful example, and the nation 
soon assumed a state of quiet- 
ness and prosperity. ‘The divine 
law became an object of careful 
attention. The daily sacrifices 
were steadily offered to God, 
and the blessings of his grace 
were richly shed upon the peo- 
ple of his ancient covenant. 

The very interesting portion 
of sacred history, contained in 
this book, was written by Ezra. 
It bears his name, and he often 
speaks, in it, of himself As he 
“ had prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the Lord, and to do 
it, and to teach in Israel statues 
and judgments,” he was emin- 
ently qualified for this work. 
He was a cotemporary writer, 
and this book has all the marks 
of authenticity which usually 
appear in the works of authors 
who write of the events of their 
own times. ‘The character of 
Cyrus here given is conformable 
to the prophecy of Isaiah, and 
to the very elegant history of 
that great prince by the Greek 
historian Xenophon. 

Ezra’s account of the succeed- 
ing princes of Persia, their power 
and wealth, their Juxury and 
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magnificence, and the revolu- 
tions of the empire, are perfect- 
ly conformable. to the testimony 
of the most authentic historians 
of the Greeks and Persians. 
‘he character and history of 
the Jews, here given, is support- 
ed by all the evidence of collat- 
eral history. 

In this sacred book we discov- 
er the clearest marks of the su- 
perintending guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. We behold the 
preservation of the Church un- 
der every trial, we see all events 
overruled in the holy provi- 
dence of God for the promotion 
of the interests of Zion, we see 
the same holy and faithful God 
at the head of his kingdom, and 
we find the same perfect moral 
truth, which enstamps every 
page of his holy word. 

God will surely chastise his 
people, though he do not utterly 
destroy them. In the portion 
of sacred history which we have 
now had in review, we afe in- 
formed of the terrible judgments 
with which a holy God chastis- 
ed the people of. his ancient cov- 
enant. They had, indeed, a 
promise of perpetual preserva- 
tion, a promise which could nev- 
er be forgotten; yet, in the time 
of their transgressions, of their 
unbelief and incorrigibleness, 
they were called to bear the se- 
verest corrections. They saw 
their beloved city and temple 
made a desolation, they were 
subjected to the cruelty of mer- 
ciless oppressors, to the reproach- 
esof exulting idolators. 

When God’s people mourn 
and pray, there isa time of his 
love and his favor. Thongh his 
face be hidden from them, hid- 
den for the greatest provoca- 
tions, if they accept of the pun- 
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ishment of their iniquilies, if 
they forsake the ways of wick- 
edness and turn to the Lord, 
pleading the remembrance of his 
grace, not for their own right- 
eousnesses but for his great mer- 
cies, he will hear from his holy 
habitation, he will remember 
his love and remember his cov- 
enant, and give them to behold 
the tokens of his grace. In the 
darkest times, he can raise up 
eminent instruments for the ac- 
complishment of his merciful 
purposes, and for the furtherance 
of the holy designs of his grace. 
—The interests of all kingdoms 
and countries are ordered with 
a steady reference to the welfare 
of Zien, and, in the end, Zion’s 
God will have all the praise. 


ee 


[As there are many pious youth in 
the parts of the country in which 
our Magazine circulates, whose 
parents are not professors of reli- 
gion, who are often desirous of in- 
struction relative to their duty, as 
Christians, towards their near ccn- 
nections, the following suggestions 
from the “ Christian Observer,” 
upon this subject, we believe will 
be read with interest, and we hope 
with much benefit. } Eps. 


On the Conduct of Reiigious Char- 
acters to their Parents. 


~ FOREELY ye have reecived, 

freely give,” is a principle 
deeply inscribed upon the Chris- 
lian heart. No sooner do we be- 
come experimentally acquainted 
with the valuc of religion than 
we desire others to p:urlicipate 





, . * . ~ 
in its blessings. Here, often- 
times, our tender sympathies 
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discover a peculiar field for their 
exercise and gratification; name- 
ly, when our beloved parents 
happen to be insensible to the 
importance and hlessedness of 
piety. In such a case as this, 
the Christian naturally yearns 
over the souls that are ready to 
perish ; and forms the most 
glowing association of parental 
kindness, and parental happiness. 
¥n short, his heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for his parents is, 
that they might be saved. 

The zeal here deseribed is 
highly to be commended. It is 
the genuine fruit of Diviue 
grace. Nevertheless, its ardor 
has not been invariably govern- 
ed by prudence, or tempered by 
charity. The unhappy conse- 
quence has been an increased 
enmity in the parent to true re- 
tigion: he has perversely judged 
of it by the failings of its advo- 
cate, and has accordingly resist- 
ed ils claims to his regard. 

On this account it is that I 
beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing rules Lo those readers of “ the 
Chistian Observer” who are so- 
Heitous to engage their parents 
to flee from the wrath lo come, 
and to lay hold on eternal lile. 

1. “ The spirit of meekness” 
ought, under all cirnumstances, 
to characterize our filial deport- 
ment.—We hegin with this re- 
quisite, because it is morally 
certain that the irreligions pa- 
rent will animadvert, and se- 
vercly too, upon the change 
which religion has effected in 
his .sca,* almost as soon as he 
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alteration in his conduct and dis. 
position, the parent may realize 
the picture drawn by Archbishop 
Leighton, in some part of his 
Commentary on St. Peter :-—— 
* When a son or a daughter,” 
says he, “in a family, begins to 
inquire after God, and with. 
draws from their profane or dead 
way, what a clamour is present- 
ly raised against him! «Oh, my 
son, or daughter, is become a 
plain fool!” But, whatever 
be the language of the parent, 
whether it be more or less irri- 
tating than that which the Arch- 
bishop has put imto his mouth, he 
cannot allogether suppress his 
objections to his son’s enthusias- 
lic picly, or his apprehensions 
zs to its baneful consequences. 
And he will thus put the reli- 
gious spirit of his son to no or- 
dinary trial. 

If. happily, in the foregoing 
case, the son should take a Ies- 
son from Him who was meek and 
lowly of heart ; and should 
manifest in his reply, a due res~ 
pect for the opinions and feel- 
ings of his parent, it is impos- 
sible to say how favorable an 
impression he may produce. Let 
him assure his parent that he 
feels indebted for that kind in- 
tention which may have dicta- 
ted the animadversion he has 
received ; that he desires to 
harmonize on the solemn topic 
of religion with one who has 
the strongest claim to his affec- 
lion; that he is most ready to 
be taught by him; and that he 
wishes to be rescued from error, 


Jiscovers it. Contemplating his|if he has ignorantly, or inad- 


strange docliines (fer they 

clrange indced to him,) and the 
-—~@---—~ 

* "Lhe sugzestions are equally ap- 


, 
wy CONSS 


— “8. 
pic eRBITS) to 


nre | vertently, embraced it, and to 
| ead the path of truth. Let 


him also shun the appearance 


| of a reprover, oreven an instruc- 
‘ter of one whom God has coim- 
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manded him to honor ; offering 
no other hints on the nalure and 
importance of religion than what 
are necessarily involved in the 
vindication of his own views. 
By thus replying to his parent, 
he can scarcely fail to smooth 
the asperity of prejudice; and 
may, through Divine grace, ex- 
cite a spirit of calm and dispas- 
sionate enqniry. At any rate, 
there will be nothing lost, if 
there be nothing actually gained, 
by this meek and respectful de- 
meavour. The parent will, at 
least not be repelled at the 
threshold, even if he be not ii- 
duced to enter the temple of 
Christianity. 

The meekness for which we 
are contending will appear the 
more necessary, when it is re- 
membered what further trials of 
temper the religious son may 
have to undergo. His temper 
may be tried by the occasional 
impatience ard untoward hu- 
mors of his parent: perhaps the 
latter is galled by some greivous 
disappointment ; harassed by a 
press of worldly business ; visit- 
ed with the tediousness of ais- 
ease, or the severity of pain. 
Or he may be heavy laden with 
the infirmities of age ; and 
threatened by the approach of 
death, which has no glad tidings 
for his ear. Vexed, complain- 
ing, irritable, he may frequently 
be betrayed into vehemence and 
anger. And these feelings are 
likely to be strengthened by con- 
sidering the religious system of 
his son opposed as it is to his 
own views and inclinations. But 
if, on such trying occasions, his 
son should be restrained and 
governed by “ the Spirit of 
Christ 3” if he should return pa- 
thence fer impatience, kindness 
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for unkindness, may he not thus 
overcome evil by good ; and con- 
strain his parent to acknowledge, 
in this one instance at least, the 
excellence and power of piety ? 

2. Prudence is here peculiarly 
needful.—For want of this im- 
portant quality, an unseasonable 
remark may be made in our con- 
versation, or correspondeice 
with our parents, on the subject 
of religion ; or an uvseasonable 
appeal to the Oracles of Truth 
may be proposed. Or, by the 
injudicicus recommendation of 
religious books, the pious soy 
may still unhappily defeat the 
object he pursues. Surely he is 
bound by the ties both of natu- 
ral and Christian affection, by 
his daily prayer for the salva- 
tion of his parents, by the ex- 
ample and the love of Christ, 
to proceed cautiously and con- 
siderately in these respects. At 
the same time, when a fair op- 
portunily presents itself, it may 
be useful for him to hint, res- 
pectfully and affectionately, that 
the Scriptures are to be referred 
to as the standard of religion ; 
that he himself will readity be 
tried by this; and abandon, 
through God’s assistance, what- 
ever is contrary to their dicis- 
ion. If by this suggestion he 
should induce his parent to 
* search the Scriptures,” in or- 
der to ascertain, like the Bere- 
ans of okt (Acts xvii. 11.) wheth- 
er lnese things are so, he will 
have set his parent in the high 
road (if we may so express it) 
to truth, to holiness, and happi- 
ness. And when we recollect 
how many distinguished Chris- 
lians of the present day owe 
their religion, under God, to an 
impartial study of his Word 
alone, the study of that Word 
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is little likely to be unproduc- 
tive in the case before us. The 
parent, we may suppose, is indig- 
pant as he hears it asserted that 
all are “‘ miserable sinners,” with- 
out hope or help but in Christ. 
He opens the Buble,* to deter- 
mine whether this be truth or 
error. He discovers there, that 
“ all have sinned ;” that the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from 
all sin; and that no one com- 
eth tothe Father but by Christ. 
‘These, or similar passages, meet- 
ing the pareni’s eye, in bis pe- 
rusal of the Sacred Volume, 
might have the same effect, 
through the influence of the 
Spirit of Ged, which, we are 
told, the study of the Word of 
‘Truth produeed some time since, 
in the case of a distinguished 
Jew. He translated part of the 
New Testament into Hebrew, 
for the sake of disproving the 
Messiahship of Jesus Christ ; 
and, in the very attempt, he be- 
came a convert to Christianity. 
The prudence and discretion 
J have recommended will be 
particularly shewn in the judi- 
cious choice of religious Books. 
Law’s “* Serious Call,” which 
has in some Cases produced the 
happiest conviction of the su- 
preme importance of religion, in 
others I have Known to be so ill 
received as to cccasion a greater 
:lienalion of mind than ever to 
the subiect of which it treats. 


‘Chis unhappy cfect is, indeed, | 
partiy to be imputed to that se- | 


verity which pervades the val- 

uable work of Mr. Law, and 
et 

* This supposition will appear 

far from extravagant to those who 

have ovserved how seldom the Bi- 


bie is opened by the generality of 


men, aud even by men who are out- 


ward'y mere! in their conduct. 
y 











which is too little relieved by 
the glad tidings of the Gospel. 
But it shews that much diserim- 
ination should be employed in 
adapting books to the state of 
mind of the person to whom 
they ure given. Even our Lord 
considered what his disciples 
were able to bear. The son, 
therefore, should invite his pa- 
rent’s attention to such books as 
are least likely to offend his pre- 
judices, while they are calcula- 
ted both to convince his under- 
standing and affect his heart ; 
and while, at the same time, 
they faithfully declare the whole 
council of God. 

I will here introduce an anec- 
dote, which seems appropriate. 
A person wished to prevail upon 
his family to read Mr. Wilber- 
force’s “ Practical View,” &c. 
Kuowing, however, that they 
regarded it as a dangerous, be- 
cause (as they supposed) an en- 
thusiastic, publication, and that 
they had on this account refus- 
ed to peruse it; he one day, took 
up the book, without naming 
the author, and read aloud to 
them some of its most striking 
passages. ‘The family circle 
were delighted with what they 
heard, and became impatient to 
read the book; and even wheu 
he disclosed to them the appal- 
ling secret of ils author, he bad 
already so effectually dispersed, 
by the extracts he had set be- 
fore them, their prejudices a- 
gainst the work, that they bes- 
lowed on it a patient. and, 1 
nay be hoped, a profitable pc- 
rusal. 

Prudence and discretion are 
further necessary in the case I 
am considering, in order to dis- 
tinguish between an innocent 


aud a crimizal accomodation te 
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parental wishes. It is obvious 
to every one acquainted with 
Scripture, that the province of 
parents is to commaud : that of 
children to obey. Neverthe- 
less, there is evidently a point, 
beyond which filial obedience 
cannot lawfully extend ; name- 
Jy, when it interferes with the 
revealed will of God When 
the parent issues a command. 
that clearly militates against this 
sacred rule, then aud then only, 
can his child plead exemption 


from the duty of obedience ; for | 


whoso loveth father or mother 
more than me, is not worthy of 
me. Let the son carefully re- 
member this most important dif- 
ference ; and while he resolves, 
through Divine grace, to render 
to his Heavenly Father that sw- 
preme obedience which is due to 
Him, Ict him consult the wishes 
of his parent with solicitude 
and affection, and scrupulously 
avoid every unnecessary devia- 
tion from them. 

We may suppose, for exam- 
ple, that an irreligious parent 
may propose to his son some un- 
dertaking which may offend his 
spiritual taste, aud cross his in- 
Ciinations ; or which may break 
in upon his hour of study and 
meditation. In this case, let 
the son concientiously consider 
—Is this proposal contrary to 
the will of God? If it be not. 
the son Is bound no less by policy 
than duty, to comply with it. 
By such an accemmodation, we 
Know not what good impression 
the parent may receive of the 
kindness and discretion of his 
son; or how instrumental this 
may prove lo the conversion of 
his soul. But where the dis- 
tinction now pointed at is aver- 
tooked by religious persons; and 


where they contend with their 


that are not essential, as for 
points that are, they cannot fail 


of religion 

3. Consistency of conduct is 
of the utmost importance in the 
| Case I am considcring—What- 
/ever be the meekness of the son 
| in bearing reproof and provoca- 
tion, or bis wisdom in cgncilia- 
| ting prejudice, consistency of 
iconduct will be, after all, the 
chief instrument in promoting 
the everlssting welfare of his 
parents. Without this proof 
of their genuineness, his profes- 
sions will be regarded as a mere 
pretence, and his zeal at least as 
enthusiasm ; and it may be ex- 
pected that the discovery of in- 
consistency in the son’s conduct 
will tend to destroy all that res- 
pect for his religious views which 
may have been impressed on the 
parent’s mind. When he sees 
that the conduct and the pro- 
fession do not harmonize ; when 
the world is loudly condemned, 
yet eagerly pursued ; when the 
talk is of heaven, but the heart 
on earth; and especially when 
the son’s deportment does not 
exhibit the lovely features ot 
kindness, gentleness, and thu 
cheerful surrender of selfish in- 
clinations, the parent will too 
quickly turn such inconsisiency 
into a conclusive argument a- 
gainst all religious profession. 
Hie will scarcely be prevaijed 
upon to drink at a fountain 
which, to all appearance, yields 
such bitler waters. And here 
we may remark, what an affiic- 
ting recollection must it be toa 
son, that his own unhappy de- 
parture from the spirit of reli- 
giep may have raised ay obsta- 








parents as earnestly for points - 


to do a great injury to the cause . 
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cle to the salvation of his parent, 
by shutting his heart against the 
word of Christ. . 

But, on the other hand, when 
a change of profession is attend- 
ed with a change of conduct ; 
when the actions speak yet more 
powerfully than the fonguc. that 
a man is born of God; when 
the son thus exercises whai 
Archbishop Leighton so fitly 
terms “ THE RHETORIC OF A HO- 
LY LIFE,” we had almost said, 
who shall be able to withstand 
it? Let hiw, therefore, first dis- 
cover his religion to his unen- 
lightened parent by a marked 
attention to his wishes. by a 
sacrifice of his opinions on un- 
important points, and by a meek 
and modest maintainance of 
them on such points as are im- 
portant; and by a wakeful so- 
licitude for the happiness of him 
to whom he owesso much. Let 
him afford this evidence of the 
transforming influence of piety ; 
and he may constrain his parent 
toexclaim, “ Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian!” 
And, if his religious son should 
have been “ heady, high mind- 
ed,” “disobedient to parents,” 
before his more serious profes- 
sion; and if, subsequent to this, 
he should far surpass the other 
members of his family in every 
opposite and amiable quality, 
the parent will naturally com- 
pare the present and the past 
behaviour of his son: he will 
costrast his conduct with that 
of his less dutiful children; and 
his heart may thus be opened to 
the reception of the truth as it 
is in Jesus. 

Nor is it of stight importance 
that the religious son manifest 
that serenity and composure, 
that peace and even joy which 
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marked the first followerr of Je. 
sus Christ, and which apé athorig 
the invaluable fruits wroughtin 
us by the Holy Spirit. “Both 
inward peace and outward cheer. 
fulness ought, on every’ account, 
to be cultivated with the’ utinost 
diligence and with persevering 
prayer. For what is the com. 
mon construction put ona 
gloomy countenance and de. 
pressed spirits in the religious? 
It is, that religion has darkened 
the one and weighed down the 
other. An opposite appearance 
may produce an opposite con. 
clusion; and the serentiy and 
cheerfulness of the son ma 
have the effect of attracting the 
parent into the path of pleasant. 
ness and peace— 


Allure to brighter worlds, and lead 
the way. 


4. If the reader’s patience be 
not entirely run out, I would 
conclude with a few hints on the 
importance and benefits of prayer 
in the case under consideration. 
—That grace which has planted 
religion in the heart of the son, 
can alone plant it in that of the 
parent. Do parents neglect to 
implore this inestimable blessing 
for themselves ? Let this defi- 
ciency be supplied, as far as pos- 
sible, by their children. What 
return for parental kindness ean 
be more appropriate than this ? 
What part of the province of 
devotion can yield more valua- 
ble fruits? Or when shall the 
sacred fire of love kindle in our 
hearts, if not in the act of pre- 
senting our parents at the Throne 
of Grace, and inlerceding In 
their behalf? Prayer too, while 
it maintains in exercise the gra- 
ces of the person who employs 1 
and is the best correction of the 
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evils which might mar his pur- 
pose, isalso in itself the grand 
instrument for drawing down 
the blessing of the Highest upon 
the efforts and example of the 
religious son, and making him 
the happy means of conducting 
to a world of glory those by 
whoza he himself has been in- 
troduced into a world of sin and 
sorrow. How great would be 
his happiness, in such a case, is 
a question too immense to be 
answered, till he shall partake of 
the resurrection of the just. 
But if, zfter the son shall have 
done all for the salvation of his 
parents they should shut their 
ears against the voice, and their 
hearts against the power, of pi- 
ety ; it will be some mitigation 
of his filial grief to recollect, 
that they do not perish through 
his fault. [Ch. Ob. 


—<>*o_— 
FROM THE COLUMBIA MAGAZINE. 
On Visiting the Sick and Dying. 


HERE is not a more delicate, 
responsible and difficult duty 
devolving on the clergy, than 
that which calls them to the 
death-bed of one of their fellow- 


On Visiting the Sick and Dying. 
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love ? how sweet the privilege 
of beholding the triumphs of 
faith, and listening to the last 
testimony of the child of Jesus, 
to the reality and pericction of 
his salvation. 

In such a scene, there is no 
perplexity, no difficulty. The 
path of duty isclear. If the ex- 
piring saint should be involved 
in gloom and doubt, his minister 
does not hesitate to repeat and 
apply the most blessed promises 
of the gospel, to shew the am- 
ple provisions of grace in a cru- 
cified Saviour—the scriptures as- 
sist him to apply the balm of 
Gilead, and to point with exulta- 
tion and firmness to those passa- 
ges which are intended to sup- 
port and comfort the friends of 
God in their passage through the 
dark valley and shadow of death. 

The Christian minister feels 
himself in such a case, called up- 
on to discharge the holiest office 
of duty to God and charity to 
man. To him it is given to 
drop the balm of religion into 
the cup of death, and make it 
the draught of immortality. ‘The 
good man, whose life and pro- 
fession have “ become the gospel,” 
may be animated, supported and 
encouraged by the word of life 
and the unsearchable riches of 


men. The season is so precious, | Christ—Here there is nothing 
and the instructions which he is | to restrain the fervor of human- 


bound to give so important, that 
every conscientious and sincere 
minister must be anxious to dis- 
charge this duty, not only with 
fidelity, but with propriety aud 
zeal, and in such a manner as 
will be most likely to be useful 


.to the dying, and improving to 


survivors.’ 
Ministers are often called io 
comfort the dying saint, and then 


how delightful is his labor of 





| ity and the dictates of love. 


But how is his situation rever- 
sed when called to the death- 
bed of an impenitent sinner, 
whose life h2s been spent in the 
neglect of all religion, perhaps 
in gross immorality, and who 
has never felt the least solicitude 
for his soul until he comes to 
part from the world, who has 


| made no preparation for eternity 
‘until he wembles on itsthreshold. 
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It is at this moment, when all 
hope of life is abandoned, when 
the mind is distracted with its 
prospects, when friends are weep- 
ing, that a clergyman is called to 
administer comfort to dying im 
penitence, and to offer the bless- 
ings of the gospel to those who 
have trampled on its institutions 
and its grace. In such a scene. 
where every feeling heart is suf- 
ficiently excited, the conscien- 
tious clergyman is perplexed 
with the clamorous demands of 
surrounding friends, to soothe, 
to encourage and to bless. 

Eut oh, how often must he 
feel that the promises are inap- 
plicaNte, and that every essay al 
consolation may tend to deepen 
the delusion which it is his duty 
to dissipate. 

It is false humanity that in- 
duces many on such occasions to 
attempt to soothe and console. 
Ministers are bound to preach 
“* Christ crucified” —they have no 
consolation for impenitence and 
unbelief. The Bible does not 
contain a sentence which, prop- 
erly applied and rightly under- 
stood, gives the least hope to 
any but those who are washed in 
the blood of “the Lamb of God 
that TAKETH AWAY THE SINS OF 
TUK WORLD.” 

What then is the duty of the 
faithful minister in such ciream. 
stances ? Is there nothing to be 
done? Is the fervor of Chris- 
tian benevolence to be wasted in 
unavailing sympathy and grief ? 
No !—there is still encourage- 
ricnt to faithful preaching and 
to ardent prayer. While the 
soul has not forsaken its tene- 
ment of clay for ever, we may 
hope that it may yet be plucked 
asa‘* brand from the burning.” 
He who promised the expiring 


thief “ This day shalt thon be 
with me in paradise,” is « migh- 
ty tosave” in the last extremity. 
He has perhaps left this instance 
of his sovereign grace on record 
that we should not despair. But 
so far as we are concerned, we 
most be faithful—we must ex. 
hibit truth in its most simple and 
naked attitude, and wait for the 
blessing of God. He who pro- 
phecies over dry bones, must also 
pray— Breathe and breathe up- 
on the slain that they may live.” 

It is a very different thing to 
soothe an awakened conscience and 
to save a perishing soul. The 
one may be effected by delusive 
hope, by false doctrine, and by a 
misapplication of truth: The 
other is the work oF Gop, ani is 
only consummated by the “migh- 
ty workings of his grace.” We 
have no right to expect his bles- 
sing, but when we declare all his 
council. At the death-bed of the 
sinner we must proclaim the 
way of salvation by the Redeem- 
er, and while we speak of the 
“ unsearchable riches of Christ” 
we must show that “ God will by 
no means clear the guilly”— 
those who are his enemies and 
die in their sins. If our feelings 
betray us to misapply the prom- 
ises, it will be evident that we 
have mistaken views, and that 
such benevolence as will induce 
us to comfort those whom the 
Spirit does not comfort, is cruel- 
ty—By dealing faithfully anc 
honestly, we shall do more good 
to the dying ; and surviving wit- 
nesses will be more impressed, 
more improved. 

It will teach them the danger 
of slelaying repentance. It will 
help to exhibit the evil of sin 
and the ruin which awaits the 





impevitent. 








Let miuisters, therefore, be 
faithful to the last. Let Christ 
crucified be the theme of their 
discourses in such a situation. 
While by the tenderest solicitude 
and the most ardent supplication, 
they prove their sympathy, and 
shew their earnest desire for 
their salvation, Oh, Iet them 
improve this opportuuily to ad-- 
dress survivors and exhibit the 
ruin of sin. 

This subject suggests a very | 
serious admonition to sinners,— | 
to that class especially who are | 
delaying their repentance, and | 
promising that they will attend 
to it at some fulure period. Mul- 
titudes hope to make their peace 
with God on a death-bed, and 
to secure their immortal felicity, 
with the dregs of a life that has 
been devoted to siu—But how 
often does death snatch us away 
without a moment’s warning, 
without leaving the least “ space 
for repentance ?”—If many die 
with wasting, lingering sickness, 
still how often is the mind dis- 
tressed and impaired, distracted 








with pain and apprebension, and 
utterly unable to summon ifs 
powers, or employ ils faculties— 
how often is the past, and even 
the present, forgotten in horrid 
unticipations of the future? And 
can we expect eternal happi- 
ness upon this dark uncertainty ? 
Can we trifle thus with heaven | 
and hell? Let sinners, who 
hope to prepare themselves for 
heaven in the last extremity of | 
life, remember that they are | 
practically trampling on the sal- 
vation which Lhey are promising 
themselves will be theirs. Will 
that dear Redeemer, so kindly 
offered in the Gaspel, be near 
them when heart and flesh fail, 





after a life spent in dishonoring 
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his Word and despising his 
grace ? And can you hope that 
the sympathy of Christian friends 
will be availing, when all the 
persuasions of the Gospel have 
been heard without emotion or 
effect ?—Though ministers have 
eucouragement to be faithful to 


the last, sinners have nounc to de- 


lay—For if the righteous scarce- 
ly are saved, oh, where will the 


‘ungodly appear. 


—2- oe 


For tHe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINeE. 


| Messrs. Epironrs, 


Observing in your last Num- 
ber an account of the Annual 
Meeting of the Connecticut 
Moral Society, with the favora- 
ble prospects of that important 
Institution, I have been led to 
the following reflections on the 
subject of morality, which are 
at your disposal. B. C. 


.Tur duties of morality are 
so plainly reasonable and im- 
portant, so forcibly’ impressing 
the reason and conscience of al! 
men, that very few, if any, can 
ever be found, who will call iu 
question their sacred authority. 


| Various, indeed. have ever been 
the sentiments of men respect- 


ing the particulay duties and 


minute obligations of morality ; 
yet, its leading principles, con- 


sisting in a desire te do good to 
our fellow-men, are so plain and 
important, that all are compel- 
led to acquiesce in their high ob- 
ligation. It is not an inappro- 
priate definition of morality to 
call it such a character as every 
person wishes to be thought to 
possess. Whatever the opinions 
li 











t 





of men may be with regard to 
moral truth, whatever their 
practcie in reference to moral 
duties, there is no one who would 
not wish to possess what he 
would call a good moral charac- 
ter. There is noone who would 
not wish to have others believe 
that he pays a sacred regard to 
the duties of moralily. A tri- 
bute to its worth, which, even 
the wicked, however reluctant, 
are compelled to pay. 

It is not my present design to 
descant upon the benefits of mo- 
rality iu the human character. 
These are too well known and 
appreciated, to nced any eluci- 
dation. Its tendency to pro- 
mote the happiness of the indi- 
vidual, its indispensable necessi- 
ty to maintain the welfare of hu- 
man society, iis important influ- 
ence in preparing immortal be- 
ings for blessedness in the world 
to come, are so well known and 
so universally acknowledged, 
that it would be superfluous to 
attempt to confirm by argument 
those cardinal truths. {t may 
uot, liowever, be improper to of- 
fer a few considerations in an at- 
tempt to point oul some of the 
means by which the cause of 
morality may be promoted. 

In the first place, correct mor. 
al sentiments are indispensably 
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which naturally arise from a 
principle of love, he will con- 
stantiy be making exertions to 
conform his conduct to such a 
senliment. Any one that be- 
lieves no disadvantage will arise 
from the neglect of all kind off- 
ces to his fel!ow-men, that he js 
under no obligation to seek their 
welfare, will always be indiffer. 
ent, and show himself indiffer- 
ent to their interest and happi- 
ness. It is of no consequence 
what a man believes, if his prac- 
tice be good, is as great asolecism 
as ever issued from the vagariey 
of error. If a man disbelieve, 
the testimonies of moral truth, 
he has no rule of conduct but 
all his natural propensities, unre- 
strained, uncontrolled. Every 
one that knows the character 
of man can form some idea of 
his course, if all such restraints 
were taken away. Lawless pas- 
sion wonld lead him to every 
excess. 

Happily, through the great 
mercy of God, through the holy 
mediation of man’s Friend in 
heaven, we have a standard of 
moral truth which is perfect. 
We are under no necessity of 
speculating in the regions of fan- 
cy, of relying on our own de- 
ductions, still less of following 
the endless inconsistencics and 


necessary to the promotion of | contradictions of philosophizing 


true practical morality. 


The | moralists, for We have amore sure 


whole history of man, confirmed | word of prophecy, whereunto we 
by the testimony of revealed | do well that we take heed, as unto 


truth, shows that there ever will 
be a coincidence in principle 
and practice. According to one’s 
sentiments, will ever be, essen- 
tially, his moral conduct. It 
cannot be otherwise. If aman 
helieves his duty aud safety to 
consist in loving his neighbor, 
and in perferming those dutie 





a light that shineth in a dark 
place. Inthe scriptures of truth, 
we have a system of morality 
which is perfect. There are 
moral precepts in abundance, 
suited to every con‘ition of hu- 
man life, all perfect in their na- 
ture, and enforced by the most 
powerful motives which can be 
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suggested to the human mind. , and the eternal state of being to 
To illustrate the practicability | which man is hastening, are 
of these moral precepts, the | alone sufficient to deter men 
scriptures give us a brief history | from the praclice of iniquity, 
of many individual persons, | and to allure them to the service 
whose lives have been regulated | of righteousness. Else, why do 
by these precepts, forming in the | all heathen legislators find it ne- 
various grades of civil society, | cessary to callin the aids of re- 
and in distant periods of time, | ligion for the regulation of civil 
the most amiable and perfect | society. It is not for the pur- 
moral characters, that have yet | pose of teaching religious truth, 
appeared among men. Add to/| it is not for the sake of making 
this, there is there one example | their people bicssed in the life to 
of moral virtue, without an in- | come, of which they know little 
dividual imperfection, without a | or nothing, but for the sake of 
stain. Thus, a cloud of witnes- | rendering them subject to thosc 
ses is presented, to testify to the | civil and social regulations, 
excellence and practicability of | which are necessary for their 
the morality of the gospel. well-being in the present life. 
It hence appears that the cir- | On this subject, many arguments 
culation of the truths of the | readily occur to show the inva- 
word of God, is a first requisite | riable connection between moral- 
in promoting the interests of mo- | ity and religion. The most of 
rality. The gospel must be | these must be omitted. 
taught, it must be reveived and| All nations have found it ne- 
loved, or there cannot be a gen- | cessary to resort to the assis- 
eral practice of the genuine pre- | tance of oaths, for the mainte- 
cepts of morality. nance of civil regulations and 
2. The influence of a belief | the public safety. What is an 
in the truths of religion is neces- | oath without the sanctions of re- 
sary to the promotion of true | ligion? It ts absolutely nothing. 
morality. It is utterly vain to | If no motives of religion were 
attempt a separation of morali- | called to the regulation of hu- 
ty and religion. All experience | man conduct, every one would 
has proved that, without the | calculate on duty from the mere 
sanclions of religion, moral du- | principle of loss and gain, in re- 
ties cannot be enforced, and will | ference to the present time. 
not be observed. The reason is, | With regard to innumerable im- 
motives drawn from the present | moralities, how small the infle- 
life are utterly insufficient to re- | ence which would arise from 
strain the rage of human pas-|such a principle, all may see. 
sion, to control and regulate the | What would prevent the vindic- 
selfishness and cvil propensities | tive spirit from the execution of 
of men. The sanctions of re-| private revenge? Take away 
ligion must come into view, the | the thought of an all-seeing God, 
fear of the displeasure of an al- | who will bring all secrets to light, 
mighty God, the hope of the} who rewards and punishes accor- 
favor of Him, from whom all! ding to real character and cpn- 
blessings proceed, with the awful | duct; and no man can feel/his 
events of a judgment to come,’ property, his reputation, or*his 
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Jife, to be secure. Religion 
‘brings a holy God constantly to 
view, 2s a witness of all our con- 
duct, reserving the whole toa 
decision of impartial justice. 
No religion is true, none is 
suited to maintain and promote 
q periect system of moralily, 
but the religion of the holy 


scriplures. Would we then pro- | 


mote a reformation of pubtic 


mor.is, we must encourage the | 
c 


pure and faithful teaching of 
this hely religion. It rests up- 


on the Lord Jesus Christ, as ils | 
great basis, who has given the | 


ooly periect patlera of a moral 


life that has appeared among | 


wen. ‘This rc 
other import 
anees, appoints and matntains 
the holy Sabbaih. Of all iusti- 
tutions ever established on 
earth, the most perfectly calcn- 
lated to promote true moratity. 

3. Another means by which 
morality may be successfully 
promoted, is the faithful educa- 
tion of children and youth. 
impressions of truth and duly 
made upon young minds are 
usually permanent. Tlistorians 
have gencrally imputed to the 
solemn oath that the Carinagi- 
sian Hannibal took at the altar 


‘igion, Wilh many 


of sacrifice, at the injunction | 
and in the presence of his father, | 
v . 


at nine years of age, by which 
ke vowed eternal enmity to the 
Romans, that irreconcileable, 
iisatiable, hostility to that peo- 
ple, which continued with him 
to the end of his days, and made 
him the most dangerous encmy 
ewer encountered by the Roman 
state. Daily observation con- 


tigms the fact. that virtuous pre- | 


cepls, faithfully impressed upon 
the minds of children, are never 
vholly @rodicated, and never 
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cease to have some degree of 
'effect, whatever be the circum. 
‘stances of the person’s subse. 
quent life. A sense of the pres- 
'ence of God, and of our accoun- 
| tability to him for every action 
of life, deeply impressed upon 
the mind of a child, will never 
cease to have their effect, to 
check and alarm him, at least, 
|in the pursuit of wickedness. 
On the other hand, it is equally 
evident that persons who, dur- 
ing the period of their youth and 
chikihood, are  habiiuated to 
hear the sacred realities of reli- 
gion aud morality the subject of 
constant ridicule and reproach, 
| are usually destitule, in a great 
degree, of the restraints of con- 
science, aud are prepared for 
vice, if net for every crime. 
The religious education of 
children and youth is to be giv- 
cp them in the family, in the 
schoo}, and im the place of reli- 
gious worship. It is not easy to 
say which of these is the most 
important. If I were to give an 
opinion, it would be in favor of 
the instruction of the family. 
There, children can be taught 
from their infancy, they can be 
tanght coutinually, and by pre- 
ceptors in whom they must have 
the most perfect confidence, 
they can have “ line upon line.” 
When the principles of religion 
| and morality are faithfully im- 
planted in the breasts of chil- 
‘dren, there will be 2 foundation 
for the influence of moral mo- 
tives in all the subsequent per!- 
ods of life. Moral truth will 
find a susceptibility, it will al- 
ways obtain access to the heart. 
If children and youth are 





schooled for the sake of making 
them useful in life, they must 
‘there be taught the essentio! 


| 
| 
' 
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principles of righteousness, with- 
out which their prospects of 
usefulness must be poor indeed. 
If these places of moral instruc- 
tion are well improved, the sa- 
cred precepts of the house of 
God will be attended with suc- 
cess. If not, those services 
must be expected to have but 
little effect. 

4. Moral example is essen- 
tial to all successful attempts at 
a reformation of public morals. 
Precept is always found to have 
very little effect, without a cor- 
responding practice. Nothing 
else can prove our sincerity in 
our professions. If we admon- 
ish the wicked, if we reprove 
and advise them against the 
courses of immorality, unless 
they see us conforming in con- 
duct to those maxims which we 
thus deliver, they will conclude 
that we do not believe their re- 
ality and importance, or, though 
we do, we find such motives as 
may induce us to dispense with 
their high obligations. This, 
at once, destroys the whole ef- 
fect of the best admonitions. 
He, whose precepts and life are 
coincident, gives an evidence of 
his sincerity ; and the greater 
the efforts of seif-denial he may 
make in a conformity to the 
recepts of righteousness, the 
greater will be the cfficacy of 
his warnings, as addressed to 
others.—All those who are en- 
gaged for the reformation of 
public morals, while they are 
engaged in one of the most in- 
teresting of all objects, that they 
may hope for success, ought to 
be watchful to exemplify, in a 
faithful observance of the dutics 
of life, those important maxims 
of righteousness, which they 
wish to see universally reeciyed, 





and universally operative. One 
that inculcates the duties of 
temperance, justice, and charity, 
though with the charms of the 
most fascinating eloquence, if 
his general conduct inanifest a 
disregard of these sacred duties, 
can hardly be said, merely to do 
no good ; it is doubtful whether 
the apparent mockery which he 
gives of his own maxims would 
not have made it preferable for 
him to have remained entirely 
silent. 

Those who hold an important 
rank in society, placed by di- 
vine Providence in circumstan- 
ces to give them an influence 
over public sentiment, whether 
in consequence of talents, edu- 
calion, connections, property, or 
office, are under high obliga- 
tions to present to their cotem- 
porarics such examples of moral 
duty as are suiled to produce a 
beneficial effect. The example 
of such characters usually gives 
atone to public morals, dircct- 
ing them in such a current as 
precept and sentiment, either 
good or bad, cannot easily resist. 

5. The faithful execution of 
public laws, for the prevention 
and punishment of vice, and for 
the maintenance of moral in- 
struction, is esscntial to the pre- 
servalion and advancement of 
the interests of morality. All 
well governed countries have 
laws for the promotion of each 
of these objects; to restrain 
vice and afford encouragement 
to the duties of moral virtue. 
Every friend of public morals 
will feel deeply concerned in the 
maintenance and faithful execu- 
tion of all laws calculated to 
promote these objects. If it be 
necessary to particularize, it will 
readily be seen that our laws, 


— 














262 


for the maintenance of schools, 
for the sacred observance of the 
Sabbath, for the general posses- 
sion of the Bible, and for the 
duc attendance on the public 
ministrations of the gospel, are 
caleulated, timmediately and di- 
rectly calculated, for the preser- 
vation and improvement of pub- 
lic morals. While the laws 
against defamation, fraud, pro- 
faneness, gaming, and intempe- 
rance, as well as those which 
are more appropriately denomi. 
nated criminal laws, tend direct- 
ly to the same object. Every 
friend to the community, every 
friend to morality, and to the 
best interests of men, will feel 
it to be of the utmost importance 
that such laws should be sacred- 
ly maintained. The magistrate 
and the informing officer can 
never maintain such laws unless 
aided by public sentiment. If 
the execution of laws designed 
for the encouragement of the 
virtuous or the punishment of 
the transgressor be attended 
with a public odium, great in- 
deed must be the virtue in the 
protectors of the laws who would 
carry them into exccution. 
Greater than can ordinarily be 
expected. Many are the ways 
in which all who are disposed 
may assist in the execution and 
inaintenance of those laws which 
are essential to the preservation 
of public morals. It is done, 
principally, by a decided and 
uniform encouragement of all 
civil officers and magistrates 
who are faithful in the perform- 
ance of their duty. A_ public 
officer, who brings a violator of 
the laws, thereby endangering 
ithe welfare of the community, 
to public justice, while he dis- 
charges a nainful duty, ought 
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ever to be viewed as a friend to 
the public peace, yea, andafriend 
to the unhappy delinquent. To 
such, especially if they are per. 
sons in early life, the lenient 
penalties of public justice be. 
come, many times, a great bles. 
sing, and the mild prosecution 
of the laws has the effect, not 
unfrequently, of making them 
worthy members of society. 

6. Public associations for the 
maintenance and improvement 
of public morals are calculated 
to have the happiest and most 
important effects. One of the 
greatest enemies of morality, I 
know not whether to impute it 
to the corruption of our nature 
or some other cause, is a certain 
timidity or shame in the cause 
of virtue, which tends to make 
us weak and wavering in all our 
exertions to promote its inter- 
ests. Public combinations ou 
the side of moral virtue are 
well calculated to embolden the 
timid in its service. It has 
been well observed, Man vill 
glory in his shame, and be 
ashamed of his glory. He will 
be ashamed to be an advocate of 
that virtue which is the glory of 
angels, and will glory that he 
exercises a charitable indulgence 
towards the servants of vice. 
All this, however, his conscience 
and his judgment condemn. His 
Bible and his God condemn it. 
And when he finds that he is up- 
held and countenanced by others, 
in the performance of duty, in the 
service of righteousness, his ap- 
prehensions naturally subside, 
and he is strengthened for the 
cause of truth. Whena voluntary 
association is forued for the put- 
pose of preventing the progres: 
of vice, and raising the tone of 
public virtue, especially if the 
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connection be extensive, it gives 
an additional weight to the cause 
of righteousness, and all con- 
cerned feel that they shall be 
countenanced in the perform- 
ance of moral duty, by all those, 
at least, with whom they are 
thus connected. One of the 
greatest terrors of vice is public 
odium. ‘Such associations ne- 
cessarily impress the wicked 
with the reflection that their 
immorality will meet with gen- 
eral reprobalion, whercby they 
will be excluded from the inti- 
macy and friendship of all those 
whose friendship they can value. 
The servants of immorality are, 
oftentimes, persons of ambition 
and pride, expecting to rise in 
the estimation of their fellow- 
citizens. Such moral associa- 
tions, if wisely conducted, will 
convince them that they must 
lay by their towering prospects, 
or their vices. 
_ Moral Societies naturally im- 
press upon the respective mem- 
bers the necessity of personal 
reformation. There are none 
who have not many things in 
their characters which ought to 
be amended. While such asso- 
ciate with their friends for the 
purpose of promoting the cause 
of virtue, knowing the peculiar 
influence of example, it is natu- 
ral for them, if they have any 
regard to consistency of charac- 
ter, aud any due sense of the 
object in which they engage, to 
look at themselves, and endeav- 
er to pull the beam from their 
own eye, before they attempt 
to remove the mote from the 
cye of their neighbor. 

Moral Societies give great 
countenance to the servants 
and guardians of the laws. By 
a vigorous support of such insti- 





tutions, public officers find their 
hands strengthened and upheld ; 
they are cnabled to exccute 
their duty with fidelity, and 
will seck to know, not what 
would be popular, but what is 
right, and what will conduce to 
the general good. 

Such Iistitutions are a pow- 
erful support to ministers of the 
gospel. While they labor, by 
the authority of their divine 
Master, for the best interests of 
their fellow-men, in the present 
and future world, they are re- 
quired to inculcate the duties of 
repentance, of self-denial, of 
charity, and a holy life ; duties 
which are painful to an unholy 
heart. Though faithful minis- 
ters have a promise of a divine 
support, it is a great encourage- 
ment to fidelity to find them- 
selves countenanced and sup- 
ported by all the friends of hu- 
man happiness. And such 2 
support gives an important ad- 
ditional weight to their exer- 
tions in the cause of righteous- 
ness. 

The Connecticut Moral So- 
ciely appears to have been es- 
tablished with upright views, 
with a design to reform and re- 
claim thé wicked, to encourage 
the timid and invigorate the 
desponding in the cause of vir- 
tue, to raise a standard of mor- 
ality for the defence of our an- 
cient Institutions and usages, 
and prevent the downward 
course of evil which has mark- 
ed the character of most other 
communities. In such an effort, 
they will have the cordial sup- 
port of every good man. The 
Society has, already, done much 
good. Much remains to be done, 
and mach, undoubtedly, is prac- 
ticable for them. Vigorous, 
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united, and persevering exertion’ 


will accomplish great things 
Wumble and faithful efforts in 
the cause of virtue will never 
be forgotten of God, will never 
fail of his blessing. The cause 
is the Lord’s. * Great is truth 





and it will prevail.” The faith. 
ful laborers in this work ma 
entertain a well grounded hope 
that they may be enabled, by 
the divine blessing, to “ save a 
soul from death and hide a mul. 
titude of sins.” 


Extracts from the Minutes of the General Association of Conné& 
ticut, June, 1815. 
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At a Meeting of the General Association of Connecticut, at Danbic- 





ry, the third Tuesday of June, A. D. 1816; Present, 


Rev. Messrs. 


Shubael Bartlett, 
Allen M’Lean, 


Samuel! Goodrich, 
Eber L. Clark, 
Stephen Dodd, 
Luke Wood, 
William F. Vaill, 
Charles Atwater, 
Horatio Waldo, 
Levi Nelson, 


Tsaac Lewis, D. D. 


Daniel Smith, 

Jonathan Bartlett, 
Elijah Waterman, 
Alvan Underwood, 


Alexander Gillet 
Timothy Stone, 


Uriel Gridley, 
Samuel Whittlesey, 


Frederic W. Hotchkiss, 


Lathrop Rockwell, 


Amos Bassett, 
Anse] Nash, 


From 
Hartford North Association 
Ilartford South 
New Haven West 


ew Haven East 


ZA 2 


New London 
Fairfield West 


Fairfield East 
Windham Original 
Litchfield North 


aa vw Be rem eve ere Oey wm 


g Litchfield South 


: Middlesex 
Tolland 








1815.] Extracts from the Minutes of the General Association. 265 


Daniel A. Clarke, the Presbyterian Church in the 
William Boardman, United States. 


Nathan Perkins, From the General Association of 
James W. Tucker, Massachusetts Proper. 


From the General Association of 
New Hampshire. 


James Buchanan, a the General Assembly of 


Moses Sawyer, 


The Rev. Samuel Whittlesey was chosen Scribe; the Rev. 
Daniel Smith Moderator ; and the Rev. Horatio Waldo, Assistant 
Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the Association 
was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Goodrich, Bassett, Perkins, Clarke, and 
Hotchkiss were appointed a Committee of overtures, who reported 
the order of business, which report was accepted. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut exhi- 
bited a report of their proceedings the last year, which was accept- 
ed, and is as follows: 


To the Missionary Society of Connecticut, to be convened in Danbury, 
on the third Tuesday of June, 1815, the Trustees respectfully submit 
the following report, with their printed narrative and documents : 


REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


THE smiles of heaven are not withdrawn from the missionary cause. 
Christ is fulfilling his merciful promises. Exertions to diffuse the light 
of salvation are crowned with success. Through the pious liberality of 
the people, encouraged by the patronage of their General Assembly, the 
temple of the Lord is rising, as the wilderness disappears. 

The Trustees observe, with devout gratitude, that our fellow citizens 
manifest a growing —— for the benevolent object of the institution. 
Contributions offered in May, 1814, have been received, to the amount of 
% 3973 85 1-2,—a sum greater, by several hundred dollars, than the col- 
lections of any preceding year. More Missionaries have, of course, been 
employed. ‘The total of disbursements, during the year under considera- 
tion, is $ 6152 96. Nearly $ 2200 have, consequently, been expended, 
arising from interest of the permanent fund, and trom donations bestowed 
by individuals. 

For an account of the Missionaries employed,—of the regions in which 
they have labored,—and of their reception and success,—together with a 
detail of receipts and expenditures, the members of the Society are re- 
spectfully referred to the abovemeationed narrative and documents. ‘The 
amount of contributions, the present year, is not yet ascertained. 

The Trustces rejoice, with multitudes of their fellow citizens, both in 
the old settlements, and aiong the borders of the American wilderness, 
that the king of Zion has, for many years, disposed the rulers and peo- 
ple of Connecticut to reach forth a beneficent hand in aid of this salutary 

work. They, also, rejoice with every friend of the great human family, 
in that missionary enterprise which has arisen in various parts of Chris- 
tendom. ‘ Many are running to and fro, and the knowledge of eternai 
iife is increasing.” 
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They bless God for the essential auxiliaries of the missionary Cause, that 
are found in almost countless charitable Societies ; and, especially, for the 
extensive distribution of Bibles, and of .moral and religious Tracts, The 
written testimony, and the living teacher, are not to be disjoined. Amidst 
political turmoil, and revolutions which astonish the world, the pious eye 
rests upon those signs of approaching and widely extended that are 
abroad in the earth. People, in lands illuminated by the sun of right- 
eousness, are viewing, with efficacious solicitude, the duties they owe to 
mnillions, “ sitting in the region and shadow of death.” _ 

Nor are the friends of Christ to be ‘* weary in well doing.” He directs 
that his “* gospel be preached to every creature ” If his commands are a 
perfect rule of duty ; if he enjoms love to our neighbor as to ourselves ; if 
it be his will that we ‘* do good to all, as we have opportunity, and espe- 
cially to the household of faith ;” if he bids us to pray, that “ the kingdom 
of God may come, and that the will of God may be done on earth as in 
heaven ;” and if, according to an indissoluble obligation to connect the 
deeds of holy charity with prayer, he says to us, “ Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord ; make straight in the desert a highway for our God ;” unques- 
tionably, the efforts of his people, to diffuse the puns. of salvation 
among the spiritually destitute, will continue to be required, until the pur- 
poses of his grace shall be completely accomplished. 

The fromises of Christ are, likewise, deemed worthy of grateful con- 
templation. ‘ The earth shall be /i/ed with the knowledge cf the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. ‘There shall be none to make 
afraid,—none to hurt or destroy. All flesh shall see the salvation of 
God” 

These and similar promises, abounding in divine revelation, give assu- 
rauce, that a great moral change will be produced in the human charac- 
ter, the world throughout. In every jot and tittle, these promises will be 
fulfilled. We know, however, that their fulfilment will be effected, not 
by miracles, nor while his people do nothing ; but by the instrumentality 
of their prayers, their charities, and zealous exertions. 

The missionary institution, with its several auxiliaries, stands forth con- 
spicuous, as pre-eminent among the means appointed for the production 
cf a moral change so great and desirable. The Trustees cannot, there- 
fore, refrain from expressions of a delightful confidence, that the people 
of Connecticut will continue to behold the subject in the light both of com- 
mands and promises,—of duties and encouragements. 

Very evident tokens of the divine approbation have, thus far, attended 
cheir pious labors, in this cause of Emmanuel. They will, consequently, 
perceive invincible motives to perseverance in their prayers,-and their 
offerings for the temporal and everlasting benefit of their “ kindred and 
brethren according to the flesh.”” Numerous thousands, who must, other- 
wise, “ perish with lack of vision,” may thus, by their means, be instruct- 
ed in that ** godliness which is profitable for all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” 

The Trustees implore the blessing of Christ on the deliberations of the 
Society for the promotion of his cause ; and on the exertions of his people, 
wherever combined for the purpose of doing good. 


In the name of the Trustees, 


ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 
Hartford, May 10, 1815. 


The following persons were chosen ‘Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, viz. The Hon. John Treadwe!!, the Hon. Aaron 
Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch Perkins, Esq. David 
Hale, Fsq. Samuel! Pitkin, Esg. the Rey. Messrs. Nathan Perkigs, 
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D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapiv, Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Samuel Goodrich, and Dan Huntington. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, Auditor, of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
exhibited, and although not audited, on account of the Auditor’s 
having removed out of the State, was accepted and approved. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin, Auditor, of the General Association, for the year en- 
su ing. 

Voted, That to morrow, at 2 o’clock P. M. the Association will 
attend to an enquiry respecting the state of religion within its lim- 
its, and the limits of the several ecclesiastical bodies in its con- 
nection; and that Messrs. J. Bartlett, Rockwell, Boardman, Saw- 
yer, and Stone be a Committee to prepare an account of the same, 
from the narratives which shall be given, to be reported to this 
Body. 

The Associational sermon was preached by the Rev. Uriel 
Gridley, from Nehemiah vi. 3. 

The Rev. Messrs, John Marsh, D. D. Daniel Smith, and Jon- 
athan Miiler were chosen Delegates to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, to conveue in Philadelphia, the third 
Thursday of May, 1816; and the Rev. Messrs. Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss, Jonathan Barilett, and William Robinson were ap- 
pointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. William L. Strong was chosen Delegate to the Gen- 
eral convention of Vermont, to meet the second Thursday of 
September next; and the Rev. Maltby Gelston was appointed his 
substitute. ‘ 

The Rev. Messrs. Andrew Elliot and Bennet Tyler were chos- 
en Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, 
to convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1816; and the Rev. 
Messrs. Platt Buffett, and David D. Field were appointed their 
substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Thomas Robbins and Timothy P. Giliet were 
chosen Delegates to the General Association of New Hasopshire, 
to convene at Keene, the third ‘Tuesday of September next ; and 
the Rev. Messrs. Bezaleel Pinnco and Levi Nelson were appoint- 
ed their substitutcs. 

Voted, To attend a prayer mecting to morrow morning, at 5 
o'clock, in the mecting house. 


WerpDnNEsDaAy, June 21. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Stone, and Goodrich 
be a Committee to report to this Body, on the communications 
respecting the dismission of ministers. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Bassett, Nelson, and Buchanan 
be a Committee to report to this Body, on the communication 
respecting a Domestic Missionary Society. 
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They bless (sod for the essential auxiliaries of the missionary Cause, that 
are found in almost countless charitable Societies ; and, especially, for the 
extensive distribution of Bibles, and of moral and religious Tracts, The 
written testimony, and the living teacher, are not to be disjoined. Amidst 
political turmoil, and revolutions which astonish the world, the pious eye 
rests upon those signs of approaching and widely extended that are 
abroad in the earth. People, in lands illuminated by the sun of right- 
eousness, are viewing, with efficacious solicitude, the duties they owe to 
millions, “ sitting in the region and shadow of death.” _ 

Nor are the friends of Christ to be “ weary in well doing.” He directs 
that his “* gospel be preached to every creature ” If his commands are a 
perfect rule of duty ; if he enjoms love to our neighbor as to ourselves ; if 
it be his will that we ** do goad to all, as we have opportunity, and espe- 
cially to the household of faith ;” if he bids us to pray, that “ the kingdom 
of God may come, and that the will of God may be done on earth as in 
heaven ;” and if, according to an indissoluble obligation to connect the 
deeds of holy charity with prayer, he says to us, ‘* Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord ; make straight in the desert a highway for our God ;” unques- 
tionably, the eff rts of his people, to diffuse the knowledge of salvation 
among the spiritually destitute, will continue to be required, until the pur- 
poses of his grace shall be completely accomplished. 

‘The frromises of Christ are, likewise, deemed worthy of grateful con- 
templation. ‘* The earth shall be //ed with the knowledge cf the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. ‘There shall be none to make 
afraid,—none to hurt or destroy. All flesh shall see the salvation of 
Cod 3? 

These and similar promises, abounding in divine revelation, give assu- 
rauce, that a great moral change will be produced in the human charac- 
ter, the world throughout. In every jot and tittle, these promises will be 
fulfilled. We know, however, that their fulfilment will be effected, not 
by miracles, nor while his people do nothing ; but by the instrumentality 
of their prayers, their charities, and zealous exertions. 

The missionary institution, with its several auxiliaries, stands forth con- 
spicuous, as pre-eminent among the means — for the production 
of a moral change so great and desirable. The Trustees cannot, there- 
fore, refrain from expressions of a delightful confidence, that the people 
of Connecticut will continue to behold the subject in the light both of com- 
mands and promises,—of duties and encouragements. 

Very evident tokens of the divine approbation have, thus far, attended 
iheir pious labors, in this cause of Emmanuel. ‘They will, consequently, 
perceive invincible motives to perseverance in their prayers,-and their 
offerings for the temporal and everlasting benefit of their “ kindred and 
brethren according to the flesh.” Numerous thousands, who must, other- 
wise, “* perish with lack of vision,” may thus, by their means, be instruct- 
ed in that “* godliness which is profitable for all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” 

The Trustees implore the blessing of Christ on the deliberations of the 
Society for the promotion of his cause ; and on the exertions of his people, 
wherever combined for the purpose of doing good. 


In the name of the Trustees, 


ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 
Hartford, May 10, 1815. 


The following persons were chosen ‘T'rustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, viz. The Hon. John Treadwe!!, the Hon. Aaron 
Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch Perkins, Esq. David 
Hale, Esq. Samuel Pitkin, Esq. the Rey. Messrs. Nathan Perkigs, 
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D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapiv, Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Samuel Goodrich, and Dan Huntington. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, Auditor, of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The account of the Treasurer of the General Association was 
exhibited, and although not audited, on account of the Auditor’s 
having removed out of the State, was accepted and approved. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin, Auditor, of the General Association, for the year en- 
su ing. 

Voted, That to morrow, at 2 o’clock P. M. the Association will 
attend to an enquiry respecting the state of religion within its lim- 
its, and the limits of the several ecclesiastical bodies in its con- 
nection ; and that Messrs. J. Bartlett, Rockwell, Boardman, Saw- 
yer, and Stone be a Committee to prepare an account of the same, 
from the narratives which shall be given, to be reported to this 
Body. 

The Associational sermon was preached by the Rev. Uriel 
Gridley, from Nehemiah vi. 3. 

The Rev. Messrs, John Marsh, D. D. Daniel Smith, and Jon- 
athan Miiler were chosen Delegates to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, to conveue in Philadelphia, the third 
Thursday of May, 1816; and the Rev. Messrs. Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss, Jonathan Barilett, and William Robinson were ap- 
pointed their substitutes. 

The Rev. William L. Strong was chosen Delegate to the Gen- 
eral convention of Vermont, to meet the second Thursday of 
September next; and the Rev. Maltby Gelston was appointed his 
substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Andrew Elliot and Bennet Tyler were chos- 
en Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, 
to convene the fourth Tuesday of June, 1816; and the Rev. 
Messrs. Platt Buffett, and David D. Field were appointed their 
substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Thomas Robbins and Timothy P. Giliet were 
chosen Delegates to the General Association of New Hasopshire, 
to convene at Keene, the third ‘Tuesday of September next ; and 
the Rev. Messrs. Bezaieel Pinnco and Levi Nelson were appoint- 
ed their substitutcs. 

Voted, To attend a prayer mecting to morrow morning, at 5 
o'clock, in the meeting house. 


WerpneEsDay, June 21. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Stone, and Goodrich 
be a Committee to report to this Body, on the communications 
respecting the dismission of ministers. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Bassett, Nelson, and Buchanan 
be a Committee to report to this Body, on the communication 
respecting a Domestic Missionary Society. 
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Voted, That the Rev. Shubael Bartlett be a Committee to 
communicate to our Delegates to the General Association of Mas. 
sachusetis Proper the report of the Committee on the state of 
religion. : 

The Associations which had not before “ expressed their com. 
pliance with the recommendation of the General Association, op 
the subject of appointing a standing Committee, to whom it shal! 
be the duty of unsettled ministers and candidates to apply for 
advice, previous to preaching to vacant churches within their 
limits,” expressed their non-compliance with that recommenda- 
tion, with their reasons, which were accepted. 

The Rev. Jehu Clark was appointed to preach: the Concio ad 
Clerum, at the Commencement in New Haven, in September next. 

Veted, That the recommendation of the last General Associa- 
tion, “to the several congregational ministers, in this State, to 
procure an exact enumeration of the number of families in their 
respective congregations, and to make a return to the next Gen- 
eral Association,” be continued. 

It being a well known fact that, in consequence of the increas- 
ed expense of living, the candidates for the ministry are subjec- 
ted to much embarrassment, from the smallness of the customary 
compensation, this Association express their sincere desire that 
the churches and congregations in their connection would take 
their case into consideration, and graut them a more liberal re- 
ward for their labors. 

Veted, That this Association consider it improper for candidates 
jor the ministry to introduce themselves, or to procure apy other 
than some neighboring minister to introduce them to the Commit- 
tees of vacant congregatious, with a view to offering their services 
as preachers to such congregations. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelliug from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. William 
Robinson, Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses C. 
Welch, D. D. Samuel J. Mills, Lyman Beecher, Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss, and Nathan Williams, D. D. 

The following persons were chosen receivers in their several 
Associations, for the Treasury of the General Association, viz. 
The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Rebinson, Sam- 
uel Merwin, Timothy P. Gillett, Salmon Cone, Roswel R. Swan, 
Elijah Waterman, James Porter, Charles Prentiss, Joshua Wil- 
fiams, David D. Field, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

Whereas Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, and Dr. Nathan Strong, Jun. 
of Hartford, on behalf of the Medical Society of Connecticut, 
have requested that the General Association would adopt meas- 
ures to ascertain the number of persons in the State who are, 10 
any degree, afflicted with lunacy—of what age they are—of which 
sex—at what age they became so—and what is considered as the 
eause of the calamity—wilth any other particulars concerning 
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those unfortunate persons, which may be important, with reference 
to the establishment of a hospital on their account, 

Voted, That the several district Associations be requested to 
attend to this subject, and make report to the General Association, 
at their next session, concerning the several particulars above 
specified, designating in their report the towns in which such per- 
sons live. 

List of unsettled ministers in the State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of unsetiled ministers, Rev. Messrs. 
David Avery, Mansfield; Simon Backus, Bridgeport; David 
Bacon, Hartford ; Daniel C. Banks, Fairfield ; Jonathan Bartlett, 
Redding ; Gershom Bulkley, Middletown ; Aaron Church, Hart- 
Jand; Aaron Cleveland, Norwich; Abraham Fowler, Salem ; 
Nathaniel Freeman, Oxford ; Calvin Ingals, Stafford ; Amasa 
Jerome, New-Hartford ; Gordon Johnson, Killingly ; William 
Lockwood, Glastenbury ; William F. Miller Windsor; John 
Noyes, Weston; Daniel Parker, Sharon; Henry Sherman, Wes- 
ton; Samuel Stebbins, Simsbury ; Samuel Sturges, Danbury ; 
Joho Taylor, Enfield ; Reuben Taylor, New-Milford ; Joseph 
Treat, New Milford ; Daniel Waldo, Suffield ; Elijah G. Wells, 
New Hartford. Of licensed candidates, Messrs. Daniel Banks, 
Weston; Zedekiah Barstow, New-Haven; Solyman Brown, 
Litchfield ; Seth Burt, Longmeadow ; George Chandler, Middlc- 
town ; Israel Ely, Sharon; Cornelius B. Everest, Cornwall ; 
Asahel Gaylord, Norfolk; Josiah W. Gibbs, New-Haven ; 
Charles A. Goodrich, Berlin; Ebenezer Kellogg, Vernon; Fran- 
cis King, Vernon ; John Langdon, New-Haven; Ammi Linsley, 
Branford; John Marsh, Jun. Wethersfield; Asahcl Nettleton, 
Killingworth ; Jason Parks, Canterbury ; George Payson, Pom- 
fret; Samuel Phinney, Canterbury ; Royal Robbins, Wethers- 
field ; Robert C. Robbins, Colchester; Francis L. Robbins, Nor- 
folk ; Rossiter, Stonington; David A. Sherman, New- 
Hayen; Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford. 





Tuunspay, June 22. 

The Committee, appointed to report on the communications 
respecting the dismission of ministers, submitted the following 
which was accepted : 

As the dismission of a minister from his charge is an important 
transaction, not only to the immediate parties, but to the cause of 
Christ, Your Committee are of opinion that this Body should 
recommend it as the duty of a Consociation or Counci! who shall, 
in any instance, dismiss a minister from his charge, that they either 
recommend him to the churches, or deprive him of ministerial 
authority. 

The Committee, appointed to report on the communication 
respecting a Domestic Missionary Society, submitted the follow- 
ing which was accepted : 

Your Committee, in performing the duty assigned them, have 
taken into attentive consideration the request of the Association of 
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the county of New-London, “ That the General Association take 
some method to form a Domestic Missionary Society for the State 
of Connecticut, and its vicinity.” We have found difficulties oc. 
curring in an attempt to digest, during the present session of this 
Body, a plan for the formation of such a Society, which would 
promise success, according tothe wishes of our brethren. Yet, 
fecling the weight of the reasons assigned for promoting Domestic 
Missions, we are loth that the very important object should be 
relinguished. We therefore beg leave to recommend to the 
General Association, that they appoint a Committee to take the 
subject into consideration, and report to this Body, at their next 
antual session, such a plan as they may find practicable, for the 
promotion of domestic missions. Further, as there is urgent call 
for immediate relief to be afforded to the destitute places referred 
to, in the request of the New-London Association, and to others 
in a simifar situation, we recommend, that the proposed Commit- 
tee be authorized to take suitable measures, during the course of 
the present year, te procure preaching for such destitute places, by 
means of gratuities, so far as it can be done ; and that they report 
their doings, upon this subject ajso, to the General Association, at 
iheir next meeting. 

Votcd, Thatthe Rev. Messrs. Abcl M‘Ewen, Joseph Strong, 
D. D. Levi Nelson, Lyman Beecher, Amos Bassett, Samuel Mer- 
win, and Abel Flint be the Committee for the above purpose. 

Voted, That Messrs. Lewis and Goodrich be a Committee to 
take into consideration the communications from the General 
Assembly ef the Presbyterian Church, and from a Convention in 
the State of New-Hampshire, respecting the transportation of the 
mnail on the Lord’s day. 

The above mentioned Committee made the following report, 
which was accepted : 

This Association receive, with peculiar pleasure, the information 
of the nnited and persevering endeavors of their Christian breth- 
ren, in different sections of the country, to rescue the holy Sabbath 
from profanation. ‘Therefore, Resolved, That this Association 
recommend that the following petition to Congress be circulated 
among the pecple of this State for their signatures. 


TE undersigned inhabitants of the town of and State of 
Connecticut beg leave to represent, to the Honorable, the Senate and 
ifouse of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, 
‘That in the opinion of your petitioners, the transportation and opening of 
the Mail on the Sabbath Day is inconsistent with the proper observance of 
that Sacred Day, injurious to the morals of the nation, and provokes the 





judgments of the Ruler of nations. We perceive from the report of the 


Post-master-General, at your last session on this subject, that 1t Is his 
opinion, that when freace shall arrive, the necessity of carrying, and open- 
ing the Mail on the Sabbath Day will greatly diminish. While therefore 
we Congratulate you on the return of peace, we approach you with confi- 
‘lence, and beseech you totake this subject into your serious consideration, 
and enact such laws as your wisdom may deem necessary for the remo- 


val of this evil. And we, your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, 
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Resolved, ‘That the Rev. Abel Flint eause such a number of 
copies of the above petition to be printed, as he shall judge neces- 
sary ; and distribute them to the several ministers in this State, in 
order to obtain subscribers ; and that the said ministers forward 
them to the members of Congress from this State. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint and Calvin Chapin 
be a Committee to correspond with any Committees which may 
be appointed from other Bodies on this subject. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint and Calvin Chapin 
be a Committee to select those standing rules and recommenda- 
tions of this Body which respect the conduct of particular Associ- 
ations and churches, and cause them to be printed in suoh manner 
and at such time as they shall think proper. 

Voted, That all communications to this Body, from the District 
Associations, respecting the State of religion within their limits, be 
hereafter made in writing, signed by the Moderator or Scribe of 
such Association. 

Voted, That it be recommended by this Body, that every mem- 
ber of the District Associations in this State be furnished with the 
Confession of Faith adopted by the Elders and Messengers of the 
Churches of Connecticut, in the year 1708. 

Voted, That this Association recommend to the Female Char- 
itable Societies in this State, that they apply their funds to aid 
the education of pious young men for the ministry, under the di- 
rection of the Charitable Society formed in this State for that 
purpose ; unless by the constitution of any such Society its funds 
are so far appropriated to other objects, that they eannot be ap- 
plied as above recommended. 

Voted, That the Rev. Abel Flint be requested to superintend 
the printing of the Minutes of this Association, and that the sum 
of twenty-five Dollars be allowed him for his services, the present 
year, as Treasurer, and for superintending the printing and distri- 
bution of the Minutes. 

Voted, That the Ecclesiastical Bodies with which we are in 
connection be requested to transmit to the Rev. Abel Flint of 
flartford, Treasurer of the Association, such communications as 
they may have to make to this Body. 

The Committee, appointed to prepare a summary account of 
the state of religion, made a report which was accepted, as follows: 


The Committee, appointed lo prepare a report of the state of religion in 
our Churches, and in those connected with us, beg leave to present the 
following : 


It becomes the friends of Zion to recognize, with lively gratitude, 
the watchful care and goodness of the great head of the church. Her 
friends have no ground of despondency, from any apparent growth of 
heresy, increase of sloth, or declension of Christian discipline. ‘They be- 
hold, with joy and animation, the walls of Zion rise. Her gates do not 
mourn as in former years. Although the zeal, knowledge, and liberality 
of Christians are much below the standard ef duty, yet these virtues are 
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nerally increasing in our churches, and also among our brethren jin 
different and remote parts of our country. The refreshing dews of race 
and the rains of heaven are not withheld. For ever adored be the God 
of all grace, that the effusions of the Holy Spirit have been, of late, far 
more abundant than usual, especially in seminaries anc colleges. These 
divine showers have been more generally diffused, the year past, than has 
been common, and to a wider extent. This will appear from attending 
toa more particular statement of facts. 

The Association of Hartford North reported, that in their connection, 
shere are nineteen churches, three of which are vacant. That during the 
year past, they have enjoved the blessing of God ; and many of their 
churches have been refreshed by the special influences of the Spirit. 
The revival in Simsbury and East Hartford, mentioned in the last annu- 
al report, %as continued, especially in Simsbury. ‘The society of Granby, 
Turkey Hills, the first society in Kast Windsor, Wintonbury, and Nn 
ington have been favored with special showers of grace ; and in other 
piaces there are favorable appearances. 

‘The delegates from the Association of Hartford South reported, that 
in their limits, there are thirteen churches, one of which is vacant. In 
this district, there has been, generally, an — attention to the 
means of grace Southington, the second society in Middletown, and 
Wethersfield have been visited with copious effusions of the Holy Spirit. 
At Glastenbury, a work of grace has recently commenced, and is pro- 

essing. 

OT he Western Association of the county of New-Haven reported, that 
they consist of twenty churches, two of which are destitute of pastors. 
That though they have to bewail great lukewarmness in many of their 
churches, yet the observation of the Sabbath, and morality in general, 
have not lost ground. That charitable exertions are made for diffusing 
the blessings of the gospel, and to aid indigent, pious young men to ac- 
quire an education for the ministry. ‘They also notice that, to the honor 
of divine grace, some of their congregations have been visited with the 
effusions of the Holy Spirit; particularly a revival of religion in Yale 
College, in which a great proportion of the members have been unusually 
impressed, and about fifty, it is hoped, are brought into the kingdom of 
God. 


The Eastern Association of New Haven reported, that they consist of 
thirteen churches, of which one is vacant. In most of the congregations, 
within the limits of this district, there appears not to have been any 
special revival of religion. But in Branford, the Lord hath appeared to 
bless the means of grace; and to excite the attention of many to the 
important concerns of eternitv. Meriden has, also, been visited with co- 
pious effusions of the Holy Spirit ; goodiv accessions have been made to 
the Church, and many others are hopefully become the subjects of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The delegates from the New London Assotiaticn reported, that in this 
district there appears to be an increasing attention to the institutions ot 
the gsopel. In Groton and Montvillc, there has been a special work of 
divine grace ; and many have been brought out of darkness into God’s 
marvellous light. Bat we have to lament that, in a considerable section 
of this district, there are many churches which have long been destitute 
of regular pastors, in consequence of which, sectarianism and heresy 
have made alarming progress 

The delegates from the Association of Fairfield West reported, tha: 
thev consist of sixteen churches, tive of which are vacant. That there 
is an increasing attention to public worship, to prayer meetings, to the 
catechising of children, and to pastoral visits. A very pleasing revivat 
of religion has taken place, the year past, in North Stamford. A_con- 
siderable number have become, it is hoped, the true followers of Christ, 
embracing, with great readiness, the peculiar doctrines of the gospe: 
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The academy 4n Fairfield has, of late, exhibited appearances of a work 
of grace; ance hopes are entertained that the spirit and power of reli- 


gion are about to be extensively experienced, both in the academy and in 
the town. 


The Assggiation of Fairfield East reported, that they ccnsist of thirteen 











churches, fBree of which are vacant. That the state of morals and reli- 
gion is, inggeneral, favorable, and they hope improving. In Bridgeport, 
there has Been an extensive awakening which still continues ; and num- 
bers, it jaibelieved, have been brought into the kingdom of Christ. In 
Newtow/m there has been a more than usual attention to religion, and 
censide 


le accessions to the church ; and also in Bethel, a small parish 
in Dan’ ‘ 

The JAssociation of Windham Original reported, that they consist of 
twenty churches, two of which are vacant. ‘That morals were impro- 
ving ‘/ and that the catechetical instruction of children was more particu- 
larly attended to. In Canterbury, there are encouraging appearances of 
a wevival. In Woodstock, there has been a remarkable work of divine 
grace ; and also in Ashford and Thompson. 

In the Association of Litchfield North, there are nineteen churches, 
and sixteen pastors. Harmony, with few exceptions, prevails among the 
churches, ‘There has been more than usual attention to religion in Win- 
sted, Colebrook, and especially in Warren. The religious instruction of 
children is regarded of high moment ; and beneficial effects, it is hoped, 
will result from the practice. 

The Association of Litchfield South reported, that God has been gra- 
cious to several of their churches. He has visited the four parishes in the 
town of Litchfield ; and his work by the Spirit, is, in the first society, 
still progressing, especially in the school of young ladies in that place. 
Catechetical instruction is attended to by the churches generally, with 
considerable success. 

The Association of Middlesex reported, that they consist of fifteen 
churches, two of which are vacant. The interest of good morals is rath- 
er gaining ground. Many of the children receive catechetical instruction 
in the schools. ‘The effects of former revivals of religion are still visible 
in some places ; and recent ones have taken place in several congrega- 
tions. In the third society of East Haddam there has been a general re- 
vival. 

The delegates from the Association of Tolland reported, that they con- 
sist of fourteen churches, ten of which are — with pastors. Within 
their limits, there are a number of churches which have been visited with 
peculiar manifestations of grace ; particularly in Stafford, Vernon, Union, 


Bolton, and Somers, there have been considerable accessions to the , 


church. 

Our brethren from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
reported, that generally, through the wide extent of their churches, the 
cause of Christ advances. Bible Societies are multiplying, and Societies 
for prayer become continually more numerous. Two of their Colleges, 
viz. Hampden Sidney College, in Virginia, and Princeton College, in 
New Jersey, have been unusually smiled upon by heaven. The latter 
especially has been, and now is, to a remarkable degree, blessed with the 
effusions of the Spirit of God. Several other churches and districts have 
enjoyed, in a happy degree, the same blessing. 

From the General Association of Massachusetts we learn, with pleas- 
ure, that heresy is not in a progressive state ; that Moral Societies have, 
by bold and decided measures, done much for the suppression of vice, 
especially of Sabbath-breaking. Divine truth, in several places, especia!- 
ly in the town of Lenox, has been attended with the power of the Holy 

host. Upon the whole, we believe that the glory of the Lord is arising 
upon the churches in Massachusetts. 
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From New Hampshire we learn, that the state of mor@als and religion 
is becoming more and more pleasing. Sectarian zeal has greatly abated, 
in most of those places where it has prevailed. Very plealy ng attempts 
are making to check the progress of vice and immoralifjy, especially 
Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, and wrofanity. ‘These attly npts have 
been, in a good measure, successful. In several places ther@ has been, 
the last year, a pleesing. revival of religion, particularly in MDartmoutt. 
College, Haverhill, and Plainfield. This work is now increasit§g. In the 
College, the number of ho eful converts is about forty. The @pther sty. 
dents, with the exception of a very small number, are more or PSS Seri- 
ously impressed. ai 

No communications from Vermont, on the state of religion, hagve been 
received, as no delegate appeared from that Convention. 

In view of the facts which have been stated,—the events whi 
taken place,—the wonders of grace which God has been workin 
cially within their bounds, the Association are led toexclaim, “ the\\Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. Great and ye} - 
fous are thy works, Lord God Almighty.” Although our joy és not unimin- 
sled with sorrow ; although much yet remains to be done,—much land 
yet to be occupied ; although many souls are not yet brought in, who, we 
trust, are tobecome “the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty ;” 
yet enough has passed in review, before the Association, to cause them to 
return to their homes like the shepherds of old, “ giorifying and praising 
God, for all the thingsthatthey have heard.” ‘The conquests which 
have been achieved for Zion; the trophies of grace so = multipli- 
ed; the triumphs of the cross sv recent!y and so gloriously displayed, de- 

mand our liveliest gratitude, and call for the loftiest strains of praise. Al- 
ready a voice is heard, saying, in this part of Zion, “* Arise, shine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” Already in 
many places, the wilderness has become a fruitful field, and the thirsty 
land refreshed with streams of living water. Where the means of grace 
had been neglected, or but partially observed,—where the Sabbath had 
been violated, and intemperance and oo, or other destructive vices, 
had long been gaining ground, extending their baleful influence, and pro- 
ducing the most deplorable effects,—there the face of society now wears 
a different aspect. Satan’s kingdom has been shaken to its centre, and 
‘he kingdom of Emmanuel has been planted on its ruins. Where for 
seventy yearty 07 for more than a century,-—ncthing like a revival of 
religion had been witnessed, divine influences have, at length, descended, 
ike rain upon the mown grass, and as showers which water the earth. 
Already it has been given us to see, in part, the fulfilment of the promise 
that Zion ‘shall be built up even in troublous times.” ‘The foundations of 
her temple are already laid, and the superstructure is rapidly progressing. 
When has there been a more eventful period? whcn, a more distinguish- 
ed era in the Christian church ? Godis saying to the North, give up, and 
to the South, keep not back ; bring my sons from far, and my caughters 
trom the ends of the earth.” 

Tn the sscicties which have been formed, and which are now ia success- 
ful operation ;—socicties for the suppression of ‘vice and immorality ;—s0 
cieties for procuring and distributing Bibles ;—societies for sending the 
preached gospel throughout the world ;—societies for prayer,—for pray- 
ing in Concert with Christians, in different countries, at the same time, S0 
that their united voices may ascend to the prayer-hearing God ;—in the 
:emarkable effusions of the Spirit on our churches and literary institu- 

‘ions ;—in the unparalleled exertions of the friends of Zion, and combina- 
tion of their efforts;—and in the overruling dispensations of the Provi- 
dence of God, we behold, as we trust, the signs of happier times, and are 
ied to vejoice in hope that these times are not far distant:—That the day 
is fast approaching, when “darkness shall no longer cover the earth, nor 
gross darkness the people :—when the face of the covering, which ig cast 
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over all poor, and the vail that is spread over all nations, shall be utter- 
Ra destroyed ; and kings shall every where become nursing fathers, and 
their queens nursing mothers unto Zion. And then the glorious Lord 
shall be unto his people a piace of broad rivers and streams, where shall 
go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ships pass thereby ; and the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads.” 

Hail, happy period ! When the church of Christ shall no longer be 
counted a little flock ;—when the banners of the cross shall be unturled, 
where the standard of idolatry is yet erectec, or the crescent of Mahom- 
et waves triumphant ;—-when the kingdoms of this world shall become the 


ee of our Lord and his Christ,—all nations bow to his sceptre,— 
and the earth be brightened with his glory. . 


Voted, That the next meeting: of the General Association be 
at New Haven, at the house of the Rev. Samuel Merwin, the 
third Tuesday of June, 1816, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

After a prayer by the Rev. James Buchanan, adjourned sine dic. 

Attest, 
SAMUEL WHITTLESEY, 


HORATIO WALDO, Scribes. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Louisania Bible Society. 


THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
LOUISANIA. BIBLE SOCIETY, 


Respectfully offer the following RE- 


sister Societies, and different indi- 
vidualshas printed for gratuitous dis- 
tribution among the Frencli of the 
State of Louisania, and theterritories 
of Missouri and Illinois. 

From the British and Forei 
Bible Society, the parent of 1000 like 


PORT relative to the progress 
made by the Society since its in- 
stitution, [9th March, 1813.] 


The Bibles (in English) and the 
Mew Testaments (in French) which 
we have hitherto circulated, are the 
donations of other sister Societies. 


institutions, existing in Europe and 
America, we have to acknowled 

a generous donation of 1001.sterling ; 
one among many other instances of 
the very extended and benevolent 
views of that most noble institution 
of modern times. 


Of the English Bibles, there have 
been distributed. 


64 were. bing British prisoners in 
the public prison at New-Or- 
leans. 

$0 among 300 patients of the 
United States Hospital, (of 
whom 180 were British prison- 
ers.) 

31 among 240 sick in Hospitals of 


From the New-York Bible Soci- 
ety was received in the summer of 
1813, adonation of 150 English Bi- 
bles, through the hands of the Rev- 
erend Messrs. Schermerhorn and 
Mills. From the Massachusetts 
Bible Society, was received, in the 
month of February, 1815, a dona- 
tionof 140 res. Bibles, sent on 


by the Reverend Messrs. Mills and the Kentucky militia. 
Smith, visiting this country a3 mis-| 31 among 265 sick in Hospitals, 
sionaries. ity the same gentlemen, of the Tennessce. 


the Philadelphia Bible Society has 
forwarded 3,000 French New Tes- 
taments, a part of the edition of 
5,000 which that Society, aided by 


34 among 360 sick in Hospitals of 
the Louisania militia. 

8 among 50 sick in the United 
States Navy Hospital. 
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36 among the heads of American 
families in the county of Atta- 
kapas. ; 

12 among the heads of American 
families on the Amite and 
Ocmite rivers, Florida. 

44 to individuals at New-Orleans. 

290 in the whole, and leaving the 

Socieiv without a single Bible in 
English, at a time too in which nu- 
merous applications are making for 
them. 


Of 5.000 Copies of the Frengh 
New Vestament -recetved in this 
city. there have been distributed, 

2000 Among the inhabitants of New- 

Orleans and its environs. 

112 have been sent for distribution 

to the county of Natchiotches. 

42 for the county of Rapides. 

200 to the county of Attakapas. 

300 Copies of the French New- 

Testament have been forward- 
ed by the Philadelphia Bible 
Society, and committed to the 
care of different gentlemen re- 
siding on the river between this 
city and Natchez, for gratuit- 
ous distribution among the in- 
habitants cf their vicinity. 

The want of Bibles in Louisaria 
has been extreme; and it will yet 
yequire a very considerable number 
to supply in an adequate manner 
the families which are destitute of 
the word of God. Had 5000 Eng- 
lish Bibles and as many New Tes- 
taments been in the hands of the 
managers atthe beginning of the 
past winter, thev could have been 
distributed in this city with the 
sreatest facility, and it is believed 
with much advantage: so good an 
opportunity will not probably occur 
tor some time to come., Our regu- 
lar troops and militia then here 
were remarkably destitute of the 
Scriptures. 

It was very unusual to find any 
portion of the sacred volume among 
our soldiers; and in many instances 
there were found an hundred sick 
assembled in a Hospital, without 
having among them, one Bille or 
New Testament. 

Some of the, Tennessee militia, 
when passing througn Nashville on 
their way to New Orleans, had en- 


quired in vain for a Bibie: not one 
was to be found for sale; and in 
the month of December last a simi- 
lar enquiry was fruitlessly made in 
this city by a gentleman from the 
Amite—nor is there at this moment 
a Bible to be purchased ina book 
store in the city of New Orleans, 

The inhabitants of Florida, who 
are principally American, are 
generally without the Scriptures ; 
so are the other Americans, for the 
most part, throughout the State. It 
has been supposed, and it is believed 
with the strictest correctness, that 
before the transmission of a few 
French Bibles to New Orleans by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in the year 1815, there were not ten 
among the French inhabitants of 
Louisania. 

The manner in which the Scrip- 
tures have been received by those 
to whom they have been distributed, 
is highly gratifying, and encourages 
the belict that the labors of those 
who have united in this work will 
not be lost. 

The Tennessee and Kentucky 
troops received the Bible with no 
ordinary willingness—it seemed to 
be received by many of them as‘‘a 
jearl of great prrice.” 

As there were not Bibles sufficient 
to supply cven the sick in hospitals, 
who were anxious to receive them, 
it was not uncommon tosee one rea- 
ding aloud to several around; and 
at other times two or three lying on 
the floor together would be attempt- 
ing to read in the same beok at the 
same time.—Some of those who had 
received Bibles declared their inten- 
tion to carry them home with them 








on foot 200 or 1000 miles; and rath- 
er than not carry them they would 


| throw away part of their baggage. 


The French have received the 
New-Testament with much satis- 
faction. It is possible that some 
have asked it from curiosity ; but 
' very many have done so from a w ish 
to search the Scrifitures, which 


scen before. It must give pleasure 
to every philanthropic t..ind tolearn 
that the rising generation in thiscity, 
heretofore almost destitute of any 
book of instruction, has now a class 
book used throughout our schools+~ 








numbers declared they had never: 
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that those children whose parents 
were unable, from the exhorbitant 
price of school books and the pres- 
sure of the war, to furnish them, 
have now a book “ which hath GOD 
for its author, Salvation for its end, 
and ‘Truth, without any mixture of 
error, for its matter.” 

Although the three thousand cop- 
ies of the New-Testament in French 
had been received by the President 
of the Society about the middle of 
December last, owing to the dis- 
turbed situation of the country, at 
that time invaded, none of them 
were distributed until about the 10th 
of February—after a few persons 
had received the New-Testament, 
and it had become generally known 
that there were more in the hands 
of one of the managers, who had 
been appointed to make the gratui- 
tous distribution of the whole num- 
ber designed for the city, the ap- 
plications were more frequent than 
could be supplied—a large crowd 
of some hundrecs of people of all 
colours and ranks, was formed be- 
fore the house, and became literal- 
ly clamorous to have “ a book” a 
word which was often vociferated in 
French by fifty voices at once. 

Such an assembly, for such a 
purpose, never before witnessed in 
Louisania, presented to the beholder 
many affeciing scenes—the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, 
as 1f alike conscious of their wants, 
pressed forward with outstretched 
hands to recieve the valuable gift— 
A child not more than five or six 
years of age, was borne in the arms 
of its mother, a womanof colour, 
pressing through the crowd as one 
of the candidates for a treasure 
which she seemed justly to estimate 
—the silence and attention exhibit- 
ed by the byestanders was immedi- 
ately rewarded bv hearing this in- 
fant read in an intelligent manner 
the story related in Mark x. 13— 
16, rendered doubly interesting by 
the incidents. 

As all who presented themselves 
for a French New-Testament were 
asked if they could read, and if any 
doubts existed, were put to the tri- 
al: an aged black woman being 
asked the usual question, and re- 
quested to prove the fact, answered 


that she could not without her spec- 
tacles, which she had not with her ; 
but unwilling to depart until the ob- 
ject of her wishes had been obtain- 
ed, she renewed her application, and 
observed to the distributor, “ If I 
get a book by a falshood it will not 
be deceiving you, but God.” Many 
persons who could not read them- 
selves, wished the New Testament 
for their children, who, they said, 
would read it for them. 

The managers have received the 
hearty ya ere of many indi- 
viduals in distributing the French 
New Testament. The Reverend 
father Antonio de Sedilla, the cu- 
rate of the parish, has taken an ac- 
tive part in aiding the circulation of. 
the New ‘Testament among the 
Catholics: the countenance given. 
by him to the views of the Society is 
of the highest importance, from the 

reat influence which he has among 
his parishoners. We acknowledge 
likewise with pleasure the aid of 
several gentlemen in the country ; 
nor in any instance has assistance 
been refused. 

The British prisoners, to whom 2 
portion of the English Bibles were 
distributed, manifested the sincerest 
joy and gratitude ; most of them 
had been supplied with Bibles or 
Testaments previous to their em- 
barkation for this country ; and 
some (as appeared by a printed no- 
tification in the Testaments) by the 
Naval Bible association established 
as long ago as 1780: but having 
left their heavy baggage at their 
camp on the 8th of January, the 
day om which a general assault was 
made on the lines near this city, 
they became destitute when made 
prisoners. 





During the past year this Society 
has received many interesting re- 
ports from the numerous Bible So- 
cieties now established in the U. 
States ; the information contained 
inthem is m a high degree gratify- 
ing and encouraging to the promo 
ters of these associations. Some 
few extracts from these valuable 
communications will be found in the 
appendix. ‘he committee, how- 
ever, Cannot omit on this occasion 








earnestly to recommend the*perusal 
of such reports ; they afford the 
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best views of the design, the utility 
and progress of these Societies. 

Before concluding this Report the 
committee beg kave to call upon 
the Society for a ccrdial union in the 
vigorous prosecution of diffusing the 
light ef ** the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God.” 

‘The Gospel is entrusted to us 
not for our own sakes only, but for 
the benefit of the world. We re- 
ceive that we may communicate. 
Religion, like other blessings, is to 
be diffused by human agency and 
human benevolence. It has flowed 
to us through the zeal and labour of 
those who have gone before us; 
and we are bound to repay the debt 
by spreading it around us, and trans: 
Mitting it unimpaired to succeeding 
ages. To this most worthy cause 
of God anc holiness, of human hap- 
piness, and virtue, a cause which 
can never fail, which is destined to 
survive the schemes of statesmen, 
and the trophies of conquerers, let 
us attach ourselves with a disinter 
ested and persevering zeal, which 
will prove us followers of him who 
lived and died to enlighten and re- 
deem mankind. 

Great and magnificent is the un- 
dertaking in which we are engaged : 
great too are the consequences 
which we may rationally hope will 
be the result. Let no minor dif- 
~' ficulties impede our progress ; rath- 
ef ict them animate our exertions 
and quicken our pace. The hun- 
dreth part of the zeal and humani- 
ty of a Howard, exerted by cach of 
us, would convey the Bible to the 
most secluded mansion in our coun- 
try-—would put into the hands 
of the widow, the fatherless, and 
the afflicted, the words of everlast- 
ing consolation. A zeal like this 
pervading our institutions, would 
print the word of God in every lan- 
guage of the earth, and give to eve- 
ry son of Adam, ** the Scriptures, 
which are able to make wise unto 
Salvation, through faith which is in 
Jesus Christ.” t no objections of 
infidels, or pretended friends, make 
us hesitate or swerve from the way ; 
though the Bible alone has not yet 
converted whole nations it may be 
the frst step in the grand underta- 
king ; it may prepare the way for 








missionaries ; and though in conn- 
tries eronnnaune Christian much 
ignorance and vice may remain af- 
ter the Bible has been generally is 
tributed, no one can say that it ma: 
not have extirpated much whi 
would have taken root had no ex- 
ertions been made to re them. 
‘“* The operation of the Bible is ne- 
cessarily gradual and noiseless,— 
Its province is the heart, and its 
best fruits are those mild and hum- 
ble virtues, which ask no notice but 
from the eye of Ged. It is 

to know that we have mee 
good seed of Divine Truth, and we 
may with confidence leave it toHr, 
whose grace descends as the dew, 
and who has promised that the de- 
sert and solitary piace shall blossom 


as the rose.” 


ALFRED HENNEN, Secretary. 
New-Orkans, April 25. 


Since this report was written, a 
box containing 50 Bibles in French, 
and 12 ‘Testaments in Spanish, 
printed and bound in an elegant 
manner by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, have been forwarded 
to the President of the Society with- 
out any loss accompanying them— 
a present truly valuable. 


Notice.—The Directing Commit- 
tee of the Connecticut Bible Society, 
have lately transmitted a Donation 
of five hundred Bibles to the Loui- 
sania Bible Society at New-Orleans ; 
and a similar-number to Montreal, 
to the care of agents appointed for 
their charitable distribution. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Rev. 
Charles Coffin of Tennessee, to 
the Rev. Abel Fant, dated Greene 
County June 7th, 1815. 


REv. Srr, 


IT is with great pleasure we 
have heard of the present revival of 
religion in Yale College. A similar 
display of divine grace in Princeton 
College is, also, a matter of great 
thankfulness. When God casts the 
salt into the largest fountains of sci- 
ence ia our land, streams must is 
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sue which will gladden his people. 
Dear sir,-we are here in a wilder- | 
ness ;—I had almost said, in a dry 
and thirsty land where no water is. 
The Presbyterian ministers here 
are as nothing to the demand of the} 
popylation. The fields are white 
tor the harvest ; but what shall be | 
done for laborers? ‘We have re- 
ceived some intimations that a Mis- 
sionary Society in Connecticut, of 
whieh you are a member, may have 
it in their power to send one or two. 
Missionaries. O sir, if they can, do 
seé that this isdone.- The common 
cause might be greatly advanced 
by such a step. The call for preach- 
ing in our vacant churches and 
destitute settlements is universally 
great. Should your Missionaries 
be directec to consult with the Trus- 
tees of the East Tennessee Mis- 
sionary Society, as to their field of 
labor, it might faver their useful- 
ness» We hope the showers of di- 
vine grace are not to pass by this 
western part of cur country. But 
means must be in proportionable 
operation, before we can look for an 
extensive blessing. You will per- 
ceive by the last census that the 
population of East Tennessee is 
about 100,000. But only seven or 
cight Presbyterian ministers are or- 
dained among them, and one or two 
candidates coming forward. Our 
hands might be much strengthened 
and our hearts encouraged by any 
uid Connecticut may be able to send 
us. We fear less injury to the cause 
of religion here from sectarianism, 
wild and irregular as it often is, 
than from irreligion, ignorance and 
stupidity. Well qualified Mission- 
aries would be sure to gain atten- 
tion, from the various denominations 
among the people. If it should be 
necessary, our Missionary Society 
would contribute to their support 
from what is now in our scanty 
funds. Hereafter, perhaps, our pe- 
cuniary ability will be greater. 
Ishould have written at much 
greater length, and given a broader 
and fuller view of this subject, but 
the pressure of indispensable duties 
at this time, has prevented. 





1815.] Copy of a Letter from the Rev. Isaac Anderson. 279 


I remain with respect and affection 
your unworthy brother, 
CHARLES COFFIN. 


Copy of a Letter from the Rev. 
Isaac. Anderson of the State of 
Zennessee, to the Rev. Abel Flint, 
Secretary of the Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut. 


Rev. Sir, 
Ir has been suggested to me that 
there is a probability that the Mis- 
sionary Seciety, of which you are 
Secretary, could send us one, or per- 
haps two Missionaries. If you can, 
it will be an inestimable blessing — 
We havea Society called the “ East 
‘Yennessee Missionary Society,” the 
object of which is te spread the know- 
ledge of Christ, in destitute places in 
East Tennessee, by the distribution 
of Bibles, and Religious Tracts, and 
by sending preachers. We have 
no preachers. There are eighteen 
counties in East Tennessee ; and 
there is not more than 3000 souls 
out of a population of 100,000, that 
have any opportunity to hear the 
gospel, except from illiterate men, 
many of whom cannot even read 
the Scriptures. How gloomy the 
picture '! But, Sir, you can have no 
conception of it unless you were 
here. Perhaps one fourth of our 
— has not a Bible ; and 
undreds of them are taught that it 
is not very essential. A more needy 
field of Missionary labors, can hard- 
ly exist. 
Can your Society send us a Mis- 
sionary and support him, (th 
we would if we could, and will do 
all we can,) to labor under the di- 
rection of our Society as to time and 
place ? How thankfully should we 
receive him! Present our case to 
your Society. Although this is a 
solicitation of an individual, yet I 
know I speak the mind of the So- 
ciety, and were they all here I be- 
lieve they would sign this letter. 
Your brother in the 
spel of Christ, 
SAAC ANDERSON. 





Relying on vour zeal to build up 
the kingdom of ovr dear Redeemer, 


East Tennesse, Blount County, 
Maryville, May 41, 181. 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


1815. 
May 10. From Rev. Justin Parsons, collected in new- 

settlements, . , $19 00 
11. From Warren F warn Cent Society. . . 30 00 
From the Sharon Female Cent Society, 24 00 
From a Female Friend of Missions, . . 1 00 

From a number of Female Friends of Missions, 
New-Hartford, ; ; . - 98 00 
17. From the Mansfield Cent Society, : ’ 42 80 
From a Female Friend of Missions, New-Hartford, 3 95 
23. From William Rédd, of Windham, . ; 10 00 


June 6. From the wife of Jedidiah Case, Jr. of Simsbury, 20 00 
From the Rev. William R. Gould, collected in 





New settlements, . : . ; ‘ 4 65 

20. From a Friend of Missions, . ; : 1 75 
27. From Benjamin Beecher, of Cheshire, . 150 00 
$334 45 
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